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KNUDSEN HEADS DEFENSE BOARD 


Shaw Wins ‘500° for Third Time 


Sparks 


Indianapolis Again 
King Wilbur the Great 
Corned Beef and Cabbage 
Adcrafters as Playwrights 


By 
Chris Sinsabaugh 


DID NOT see Wilbur Shaw win 

for the third time the famous 
500-mile international sweepstakes 
last Thursday but that does not 
mean I wasn’t at Indianapolis for 
the preliminaries. Instead, I sat by 
the radio at my own fireside in 
Detroit and listened to the story of 
the race as it was miked to me 
from the Hoosier metropolis. 

It’s the old fire horse in me, I 
guess, that makes the 500 so fas- 
cinating for me. I have been go- 
ing to Indianapolis, boy and man 
and off and on, since 1909 when 
the giant oval was first opened 
for competition. In that year the 
0 had not been inaugurated. In- 
stead, there was a program put on, 
made up of a series of shorter 
races. Carl Fisher at that time 
hadn’t thought of the one-race, 

a-year feature that has 
ked Indianapolis’ operations 

ince 1911. 


I still have a vivid recollection 
the track opening in 1909. 
rove down from Chicago in an 
Vakland and it took me a day and 
@ half to make the 200 miles. A 
k in the casing of the right 
tire kept pinching the tube. 

hose days one had to make his 
own repairs and I only had one 
e tube. I'll bet I mended that 
tube a dozen times and then 
_ dock at Lafayette for the 


* * * 


RETURNING to this year’s 
mt, though, I slipped down to 
Gianapolis for the Borg-Warner 
te dinner on Tuesday night, 
Which gave me an opportunity to 
ix with the race-goers and get 
atmosphere and background of 
1940 running of the classic. 
Mere I met Wilbur Shaw again, 
bol and confident that Lady Luck 
ad a good car that had won for 
m the preceding year would not 
him this time. Wilbur was 
aght as the story of the race 
ows. 
Shaw’s victory will make me re- 
@ the chapters in “Who, Me?” 
voted to the story of the Indian- 
lis speedway and written last 
gust. At that time I held that 
tu Meyer was Indianapolis’ all- 
me best, which was a natural at 
time of so writing. But now, 
h justice to Shaw, I’m changing 
4, oPinion. Not only is he en- 
fd to recognition as Indian- 
(See SPARKS, Page 19, Col. 1) 
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Who, Me? rice Table 


Rain Near Close 
Cuts His Average 


To 114.277 M.P.H. 


New Track Record Set 
For 300 Miles Before 
Drizzle Starts 


By Chester S. Ricker 
INDIANAPOLIS. — Driv- 
ing the last 125 miles in a 
drizzle, Wilbur Shaw won the 
annual 500-mile race here 


Thursday with an average 
of 114.277 miles per hour. 
Victory gave Shaw, driving Mike 
Boyle’s 8-cylinder supercharged 
Masserati, the distinction of being 
the first to win two _ successive 
Indianapolis classics and likewise 
placed him alongside Louis Meyer 
as the only three-time winners. 

At 350 miles, Shaw was banging 
along at 118.958, eclipsing the 
former record of 117.200 set by the 
late Floyd Roberts in winning the 
1938 race, but the rain during the 
remainder of the race nosedived 
Shaw’s average. 

Rex Mays, in a Bowes Sealfast 
job which Meyer drove last year, 
gave Shaw a fight all the way, 
finishing in second place with an 
elapsed time of 4 hours, 22 min- 
utes and 31.17 seconds. 

The official finish of Shaw was 
followed by flagging all the rest of 
the contestants just as the speed- 
way was bathed in a heavy shower. 


1| The rain held off until an hour be- 


fore the finish when a drizzle on 
the north end made the use of a 
cautionary yellow flag necessary 
for the remainder of the race. This 
froze the cars in the positions that 
they held at 150 laps, except for 
changes due to pit stops, and made 
a contest between the leaders im- 
possible as cars may not change 
position when running under the 
yellow flag. 

When Seth Klein, the starter, 
gave the checkered flag to Shaw 
he immediately followed with the 
red flag bringing the rest of the 
field in immediately. 

Mauri Rose finished third. Shaw, 

(Continued on Page 6, Col. 3) 





EDWARD R. STETTINIUS 


WILLIAM S. KNUDSEN 


... head U. 8. defense program 


New Chrysler Engineering 
Buildings to Open June 6 


DETROIT.— Chrysler Corp. will 
celebrate its 15th anniversary June 
6 by opening two new engineering 
and research buildings in suburban 
Highland Park. Employing the 
finest facilities available, these 
buildings will comprise one of the 
world’s great scientific establish- 
ments. 

A special press preview is being 
held on June 6, and a reception 
for about 5,000 persons on June 7. 
Leading business men, scientists 
and visitors from all over the 
country are expected to attend. 


According to K. T. Keller, presi- 
dent of the corporation, “. .. the 
important thing about these new 
laboratories is not what you see. 
They are built to give free rein 
to the creative imagination of 
Chrysler Corp. engineers. To give 
them the best possible facilities 
to look ahead 5, 10, 15 years and 
develop the kind of fundamental 


State Highway Barriers Seen 
Handicap to National Defense 


WASHINGTON. — “If this coun- 
try is to have a uniform program 
of preparedness, there can be no 
such thing as highway barriers be- 
tween the states,” says Rep. Wil- 
burn Cartwright, of Oklahoma, who 
is chairman of the House com- 
mittee on roads. aeeg 

“This is no time for establishing 
or maintaining ports of entry be- 
tween neighboring commonwealths. 
How can we move produce, ma- 
terials and other necessities of a 
great nation if our own states 
are surrounded by walls, if motor 
vehicles must halt their 
needed loads at state lines to be| 


and East. Finished goods may 
have to be rushed from one sec- 
tion of the land to another. If 
they travel by motor truck, they 
must not be halted or hindered 
by these restrictions that have 
sprung up in the last few years. 
There was no such thing as a 
state highway barrier in 1917 
when federal-aid in highway con- 
struction began. In building our 
defenses to keep out of future 
conflicts, we must have uniformity 
of rules and regulations governing 
interstate traffic within our own 


much | 48 states. 


“Today, we find the state of 


checked for weight and length, | Texas limits truck loads to 7,000 


and perhaps delayed or refused 
admittance? 

“The fields of the South and 
West must move crops to_ the 
homes and factories of the North 


pounds unless the load is being 
moved to a railroad station for 
reshipment, in which event twice 
this capacity is permitted. Ken- 
(See BARRIERS, Page 10, Col. 1) 


automobile improvements for 
which the corporation is known.” 


F. M. Zeder, vice-chairman of 
the board and in charge of all 
the company’s engineering, de- 
scribes them as follows: “In these 
new laboratories we shall employ 
almost every means known to 
science to explore every factor 
which might affect the style, com- 
fort, utility, dependability, safety 
and service of passenger cars and 
trucks. Among the many means 
of research at our command will 
be: the X-ray tube to study the 
atomic structure of metals; the 
spectroscope to ascertain the ele- 
ments of which an experimental 
part is composed; polarized light, 
to study stresses in working parts 
of our cars and trucks; electro- 
physical apparatus to produce 
voltages up to 500,000 or radio 
frequencies far beyond normal 
broadcast bands for the most ex- 
acting electrical experimentation; 
cork suspended rooms for abso- 
lutely vibrationless weighing; ca- 
thode tubes to measure the most 
complicated or simple vibration; 
photomicrography to enable us to 

(See CHRYSLER, Page 8, Col. 5) 


The Top Ten 
PASSENG CARS 
First Ten in Registrations as 
Reported in AN Today: 

1940 1989 
Pos. Make Pos. 
1—282,295 Chevrolet 202,234— 1 
2—184,723 Ford 153,354— 2 
3—144,725 Plymouth 124,087— 3 
4— 91,278 Buick 67,909— 4 
5— 72,448 Pontiac 50,046— 6 
6— 70,697 Dodge 66,352— 5 
I— 63,432 Olds. 46,285— 7 
8— 33,587 Chrysler 23,680— 8 
9— 31,587 Stude. 17,563—11 
10— 28,231 Mercury 18,960— 9 
Total All Makes 
1,121,691 860,116 


For complete standings of all 
makes see Page 15, this issue. 


'GM’s President 
Will Coordinate 


Arms Production 


Washington Confirms °41 
Cars Will Be Offered 
As Usual 


DETROIT. — Initial meet- 
ing of the National Defense 
Commission with President 
Roosevelt was held in Wash- 
ington Thursday following 


the announcement of the appoint- 
ment earlier in the week of Wil- 
liam S. Knudsen, president of 
General Motors, to share with 
Edward R. Stettinius, chairman of 
U. S., Steel Corp., the burden of 
mobilizing American industry be- 
hind the President’s defense pro- 
gram. 

No definite plans were an- 
nounced following the meeting, 
which was apparently more in the 
nature of permitting the commis- 
sion to become more familiar with 
the program as a whole. 

Knudsen left Detroit Wednesday 
to visit New York where he said 
he “would talk with his boss” be- 
fore going to Washington. He ex- 
pressed confidence at that time 
that American industry would be 
able to fully meet the demands 
which the defense program will 
place upon it. 

This same confidence was ex- 
pressed by Henry Ford, who had 
declared Tuesday that the Ford 
Motor Co. could produce airplanes 
at the rate of 1,000 a day if de- 
signs were standardized and gov- 
ernmental red tape eliminated. 

Edsel Ford, president of Ford 
Motor Co., visited Secretary of 
Treasury Morgenthau in Wash- 
ington Friday and was later 
closeted with Dr. George J. Mead, 
head of the aviation division of the 
treasury. No details of Ford’s 
visits were announced but it was 
generally believed that he had 
been there to discuss the part the 
Ford Motor Co. could play in the 
defense program. 

Confirmation of the story in 
Automotive News last week that 
there would be no _ interference 
with the plans to introduce 1941 
models later this year, was also 
forthcoming from Washington dur- 
ing the past week. AUTOMOTIVE 
News had reported that 1941 plans 

(Continued on Page 19, Col. 4) 


NADA Planning 


Group to Meet 
ATAM Directors 


DETROIT.—Members of the 
policy and planning committee of 
National Automobile Dealers Assn. 
will meet here Monday, June 3, to 
discuss the program which will be 
formulated as the basis of the as- 
sociation’s future activities. 

The meeting will also be at- 

tended by directors of the Auto- 
motive Trade Assn. Managers, who 
were invited to confer with the 
policy and planning committee in 
shaping a program of dealer wel- 
| fare and association unity. 
During the past month the com- 
| mittee has been actively engaged 
|in securing the counsel and view- 
| Points of all dealer groups con- 
|cerning the future program of 
NADA. 
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World Registrations Hit Record of 45,422,411 Units 


U.S. Still Far in Lead 
With 1 Car Per 4 Persons 


Special to Automotive News 
WASHINGTON. The world 
started this year with a record- 
smashing total of 45,422,411 motor 
vehicles registered, an increase of 
1,602,482 or 3.5 percent over the 
previous year, U. S. commerce de- 
partment estimated last week. 


Of all the motor vehicles in 


Olds Transfers 
2 Zone Heads; 


Names New One 


LANSING. Transfer of two 
zone managers and the promotion 
of an assistant zone manager to 
the office of zone 
manager was an- 
nounced in Lan- 
sing last week by 
D. E. Ralston, 
sales manager of 
Oldsmobile. 

L. L. Linehan, 
who has served as 


manager in Pitts- 
burgh since 1933, 
has been named 
zone manager in 
Oakland, Calif., 
succeeding C. E. Allison, who has 
been named zone manager of Los 





H. A. Robinson 


Angeles. Allison has also been with | 


Oldsmobile since 1933 and succeeds 
E. S. Schank, resigned. 


H. A. Robinson, associated with 
General Motors in various capaci- 





L., L. Linehan 
ties since 1926 and more recently 
as assistant zone manager for 
Oldsmobile in New York, has been 
promoted to the office of zone 
manager for Oldsmobile in the 
Pittsburgh zone. 





C. E. Allison 


Linehan Is Honored 


At Pittsburgh Lunch 


PITTSBURGH.—General Motors 
Club of Pittsburgh, composed of 
executives of each unit of the 
General Motors Sales Corp., gave 
a farewell luncheon May 27 in 
honor of Leo L. Linehan, who has 
been Pittsburgh Oldsmobile zone 
manager for almost seven years. 


The luncheon was occasioned by 
Linehan’s recent transfer to Oak- 
land, Calif., where he will also 
serve as Oldsmobile zone manager. 
Highlight of the affair was the 
presentation to Linehan of a 
hand-painted, engrossed testimon- 
ial, written by one of the members 


of the club, E. H. Newmeyer, | 
secretary-treasurer of Eierman| 


Cadillac-LaSalle Co. of Pittsburgh. 


Oldsmobile zone} 





operation Jan. 1 last, more than 
68.5 percent were in the United 
States and possessions, compared 
with 68.3 percent a year before. 

The use of diesel trucks and 
buses in countries outside the U. S. 
increased 34 percent last year, 
there being a total of 174,534 such 
vehicles in operation as this year 
began, Germany leading the parade 
with 69,700 such carriers. 


Latest registration figures show 
a per capita owner-shipment of 
one automobile for every 47 per- 
sons in the world, compared to 
one to 54 in 1930. In continental 
United States there is one auto- 
mobile for every four _ persons, 
against a ratio of 1 to 4.6 a decade 
ago. 

In the rest of the world the 
ratio is 1 to every 139 persons, 
compared to 1 to 200 in 1930. The 
most densely motorized regions 
outside continental U. S. are 
Hawaii and New Zealand, a car 
for every eight persons, and 
Canada, one to eight. 


Goodrich Ready 
To Of 


fer New 


Rubber Spring 


NEW YORK. — A radical new 
rubber spring for automobiles, 
which may sweep the automotive 
field as did the hydraulic brake 
a decade ago, is ready for its 
commercial debut, Fortune maga- 
zine reveals in a June issue article 
tracing the rapidly expanding me- 
chanical rubber research achieve- 
ments of B. F. Goodrich Co. 

“Goodrich’s new product depart- 
ment,” Fortune states, “is devoting 
most of its time these days to the 
latest and proudest addition to the 
Vulcalock line a___ torsilastic 
spring for automobiles, the first 
rubber spring of its kind, which 
Goodrich thinks will sweep the 
field as did the hydraulic brake a 
decade ago. For three years a 
test car equipped with the new 
springs has been jouncing over the 
country, and the torsilastic is ready 
for its commercial debut. 


“It has only three parts: a hol- 
low, metal cylinder; a small shaft, 
something like a piston rod, and 
three pounds of rubber, Vulca- 
locked in compression to cylinder 
and shaft in such a way that the 
shaft ‘floats’ in the solid rubber 
filling the cylinder. The shaft takes 
the jounces, which are muffled and 
lost in the springy bed of rubber.” 


GMC Truck Sales 
Up 39% in May 


PONTIAC.—Truck sales to con- 
sumers in the United States by 
General Motors Truck & Coach for 
the second 10 days of May bettered 
the same period of 1939 by 39 per- 
cent and of 1938 by 97 percent, it 
is announced by J. P. Little, vice- 
president directing sales. 

The first 20 days of May show 
an increase over the comparable 


‘Dealers Tell Me,’’ by William C. | period of 1939 of 37 percent and 


Callahan, is an open forum for the ex- 
pression of dealers’ opinions. It ap- 
pears weekly in Automotive News. 





RECORD BREAKER. 
assembly line May 
vas exceeded. 

‘int in the presence 

¢ are W. F 

ufacturing manager. 
hing Charles Goller, 
windshield. See story on page 


of company 


jan 
'the first 20 days of May, 1938. 


When Buick’s 1910 model No. 
28 the all-time high production record, 


executives and workmen. t 
. Hufstader, general sales manager, and O. W. Young, general 
Right center is Harlow H. Curtice, Buick president, 


inal : . ymi int the record breaking number | e “ep ; 
final assemblyman, paint . eral Motors Employees’ Chorus in 


increase of 113 percent over 


rolled off the 
1927, 


Photo shows the milestone car moving off the assembly line in 


250,117 
established in 


At the extreme 


|after he 
|General Motors, “I have men who 
|run things for me.” 


conversion of raw material 
program. Bill Knudsen is no theorist 








“NATION’S PRODUCTION MANAGER” is the unofficial titl i -resi- 
dent William S. Knudsen, appointed by President Rocsevelt ro caparahen the | 
nto the finished product in the U. S. armament 


at this sort of work—he hasn't always 


been an executive. This fact was photographically recorded a ye y y 
the General Motors building at the New York fair was Sher cobelvection 
Workmen were trying to demonstrate the art of driving rivets in the steel 


framework. GM’s president took off his coat, rolled up his sleeves and showed | 


he could handle a drill with the best of them. He knew his stuff—he’ y » 
in shipyards, railroad shops and as a mechanic most of his early lifes acre 


e . 9 
‘This is Knudsen 
Word Picture of the Man Who Will Be ‘Nation’s 


Production Manager’ 


By Chris Sinsabaugh 
Editor, Automotive News 


DETROIT. — On the broad shoulders of William S._ 
Knudsen, president of General Motors, falls the responsi- | 
bility of supervising the production of the finished product | 
in the armament program planned by the U. S. government, | 


according to the appointment last Tuesday by President 


Roosevelt. 


Knudsen’s teammate is Edward R. 


man of the board of United 
States Steel, whose job it is 


to see that the industrial 
materials are delivered to 
plants which produce the finished 
product. That done, it is up to 
Knudsen to direct the conversion of 
material into the finished product. 

Knudsen and Stettinius are far 
from being strangers, for Stettinius 
put 
Motors on public and _ industrial 
relations, retiring from the cor- 
poration’s service in December, 
1933, when he was vice-president 
in charge of industrial relations. 
Following this he became chair- 
man of United States Steel. 


Naturally, the automobile indus- | 


try appreciates the compliment 
paid by Uncle Sam in selecting 
one of its leading executives for 
the important job that has to be 
done. But Bill Knudsen is used 
to such responsibility as his case 
history shows, and he always has 
accepted that responsibility and 
made good. Knudsen is a big man 
physically — about six feet two 
inches in height and heavily built. 
He has stiff iron-gray hair and a 
stiff gray mustache, and _ sharp 
blue eyes. He is quiet in voice 
and is restrained in manner, and 
is both alert and well-poised. 

When he wants to talk to an 
executive within the organization, 
his habit is to pick up the tele- 
phone in his office—there is only 
one telephone on his desk — and 
ask for the particular individual. 
When the executive answers, he 
hears the greeting: “This is Knud- 
sen.” Usually he signs his name 
“Knudsen,” or just plain “K.” His 
broad blue-pencilled notations on 
letters are seen frequently on 
correspondence within the Gen- 
eral Motors organization. 

Although he _ restricts himself 
ordinarily to concise words, ex- 
pressed in pungent, well-chosen 
sentences, Knudsen has an exten- 
sive vocabulary. He also has the 
faculty of being able to sum up a 
page of printed matter at a glance. 
In this simple, direct manner, he 
runs an organization which has 
81 plants in the United States and 
has an average annual employ- 
ment in this country of more than 
200,000 men ‘and women. 

“I don’t sit around and push 
buzzers,” he commented, shortly 
was made president of 


Outside the office, he relaxes. 
He is a lover of music, plays 
several instruments and has a mu- 
|sie room fitted up in his home. His | 
favorite instrument is the xylo- 
phone. Because of his interest in 


music, he inspired the organiza- 
tion of the nationally-known Gen- 


the | 


in nine years with General | 


» 


Stettinius jr., chair- 








Detroit. Another accomplishment 
was the establishing in 1937 
the Clara Elizabeth Foundation 
a tribute to his wife. 

“Saving the lives of babies and 
mothers appeals to me as a cause 
with which I can do honor to my 
wife,” he said when he set up the 
foundation, which is located in 
Flint, Mich. It is supported by a 
$250,000 fund, used to improve 
health conditions for mothers and 
babies. This is the only charitable 
activity admitted by Knudsen, al- 
though he has been responsible for 
many benefactions of which few 
people know. 

So much for an over-all picture 
of this man Knudsen; now let’s 


study his case history which tells | 


his career prior to May 3, 1937, 
when he was made president of 
GM, succeeding Alfred P. Sloan jr., 
who became chairman. 

Born in Copenhagen, Denmark, 
on Mar. 25, 1879, he was one of 
10 children. His father, P. K. Knud- 
sen, was a customs inspector. Young 
Knudsen was educated in Copen- 
hagen 
|schools, and at the government 
technical school. In _ school he 
learned to read English, German 
and French, was brilliant’ in 
mathematics and 
with honors, winning as a prize a 
large silver watch and _ chain. 
After serving a four-year appren- 
ticeship, he got a job in a whole- 
sale bicycle shop and began to 
tinker with machinery. 

Knudsen came to America from 
Denmark at the turn of the cen- 
tury he was 20 years old, 
equipped with a fair knowledge 
of English, the capacity for phys- 
ical effort, basic technical training, 
an alert, ambitious mind and a 
determination to succeed. Although 
his funds were not extensive, he 
was far from being penniless. 
| His first job was in the Seabury 
| (See KNUDSEN, Page 12, Col. 5) 


as | 


in grammar and high | 


was graduated | 


Cadillac’s Olsen 


Goes to GM Corp.,; | 
Raftrey Moves Up| 


| DETROIT. — Announcement is 
|'made by Nicholas Dreystadt, gen- 
‘eral manager of Cadillac, of the 
| transfer of Victor 
| A. Olsen, works 
| manager of Cadil- 
jlac, to General 
Motors Corp. 

Olsen’s new 
assignment will 
be general man- 
ager of the De- 
troit Transmission 
division. His pro- 
motion comes 
after 21 years of 
service with Cad- 
illac, starting in 
| April, 1919, as a foreman 
| tool department. 
| At the same time Dreystadt ap- 
| pointed Clarence A. Raftrey, for 
je last six years assistant works 
manager, to succeed Olsen. 

Ani11-year 
Cadillac veteran, 
who started in 
the service de- 
partment, Raftrey 
brings to his new 
post a varied ex- 
perience in engi- 
neering, machine 
design and _ all 
branches of pro- 
duction. 

Raftrey entered 
General Motors 





V. A. Olsen 


in the 


| 
| 
| 
| 





C. A. Raftrey 
employment 


through Chevrolet in 1926. With 
Cadillac since 1929, he had been 

promotion manager and 
| production manager before his 
| appointment as assistant works 
| manager in June, 1934. 


| service 


Outlook Brighter 
_ At Niagara Falls 


| NIAGARA FALL, N. Y. — The 
/outlook for continued gains in new 
|car sales here is encouraging, 
|dealers report. Factory payrolls, 
|customs receipts and credit clear- 
}ances are showing marked _in- 
| creases, and relief cases are on 
the decline. 

Industrial employment on May 1 
was 17,813, or 118.4 percent of the 
1926-1927 average here. The rise 
in the month was 2 percent. 
Payrolls during the month in- 
creased $264,879 and totaled $3,057,- 
911 for the month. 


Ford’s Dallas Addition 
To Boost Daily Output 


DALLAS.—Production at the 
local assembly plant of Ford Mo- 
tor Co. will be increased to 350 
cars daily on completion of a $350,- 
000 expansion program, according 
to C. B. Ostrander, branch man- 
ager. During peak production 250 
more will be added. 

The new addition to the plant at 
3200 East Grand will be 280 feet 
long and 300 feet wide, one story 
concrete, steel, brick and steel sash 
construction. Additional space will 
be available for storage in the 
service stock department. 


Wide Rims Offered 


AKRON. — Introduction of a come 
plete line of wide base rims by Good- 
year Tire & Rubber Co. is said to 
bring new economies to the farm 
| tractor when changed over from steel 
wheels to pneumatic rubber tires. 


| 

















| 
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“en 


MEN study 


ORDNANCE 


displayed to assist 


harbor defense. 


| ordnance experts on an inspection tour of U. Ss. 
i industrial co-operation, 





Timely Plymouth motorlog took 
harbor defenses, which were 


Left to right, Lieut.-Col. L. A. 


Codd, executive secretary of Army Ordnance Assn.; Col. Edward A. Stockton, 


commander of Harbor Defense; Earl B 
dent of the Los Angeles chapter of the 


. Gilmore, gasoline official who is presi- 


ordnance group, and the 1910 Plymouth 


that took the visitors to Fort MacArthur. 
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ONFIRMATION of the observa- 
Caen made here last week that 
there would be no stoppage of 
1941 model plans, came from Wash- 
ington last week. Progress on 1941 
stuff had reached a point, where 
it would have taken longer to 
replace tools needed to continue 
1940 models than it would have 
taken to proceed with the plans 
for new models. I can’t help but 
feel that this is a break for the 
industry as a whole, since any 
government order to skip an- 
nouncements this year would have 
created quite a flurry in the dove 


mis the situation stands here, 
the only thing necessary now is 
to fit orders for defense ma- 
terials into the 1941 plans with 
as little dislocation of the pro- 
gram as possible. I still feel that 
this cannot be done without at 
least some curtailment in out- 

t. By and large I think the 
majority of dealers will agree 
that such a development would 
not have anything but a bene- 
ficial effect on our business as a 
whole. This would relieve the 
pressure for volume sales. With 
millions being spent for defense 
material, which will be in the 
nature of durable goods rather 
than consumer goods, this will 
mean that payrolls created by 
such production cannot be used 
to purchase the products thus 
created but will be used to pur- 
chase consumer goods. All in all 
this should mean good business 
ahead for automobile dealers, 
while at the same time they will 
be relieved from (or should I 
say they will be able to elimi- 
nate?) many of the bad condi- 
tions created by recent sharp 
competition. - 


* * 


To Fix or Not? 


DDING confusion to an already 

confused situation “to fix or 
not to fix prices,” was the recent 
U.S. supreme court decision on the 
Guffey coal act. 

In declaring the Guffey coal act 
valid, the supreme court indicated 
the legality of price fixing by the 
federal government in order to 
tliminate unfair competition. Jus- 
tie William Douglas, who wrote 
the opinion in the coal case as 


Missouri Dealers 
Complete Program 
For Annual Meet 


COLUMBIA, Mo.—From reserva- 
tions already received, the second 
annual convention of the Missouri 
Automobile Dealers Assn. will be 
the largest gathering of automo- 
bile dealers ever held in this state. 
Speakers will include: 
Henry G. “Buck” Weaver, direc- 
tor of customer research staff of 
General Motors Corp., Walter Fer- 
rll, secretary- manager of the 
lowa Automobile Dealers Assn., 
Dr. Kenneth Dameron, N. Y., pro- 
fessor of Ohio University, on leave 
of absence and now a member of 
the committee on consumer rela- 
‘ons in advertising for the Ameri- 
‘an Federation of Advertising 
Agencies, and D. E. Castles, St. 
Pe treasurer of the National 
utomobile Dealers Assn. 
most constructive legislative 
brogram as applied to the auto- 
nobile business, factory dealer re- 
tions,and other interesting topics 
dea) € presented. All automobile 
i €rs, finance companies, and 
‘@d lines are invited to attend 
Convention. 





Neon Tube Marks 


Center of Roads 


WUTTLE ROCK. — Latest de- 
ee being tried out in Arkansas 
ne night driving safer is a 
aoe tube placed beneath a 
‘4s Cover at intervals down 
© center of roads. 

bi rivers, it is said, can see 
~d brilliant center stripe in 
main traffic, fog or driving 
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eaters toll me.. 


By William C. Callahan 


well as in the Madison oil case, 
declared that, “if the coal indus- 
try acting on its own had endeav- 
ored to stabilize the markets 
through price fixing agreements, 
it would have run afoul of the 
Sherman act.” The court decision 
went on to say that “For a gener- 
ation there have been’ various 
manifestations of incessant demand 
for federal intervention in the coal 
industry. The investigations pre- 
ceding the 1935 and 1937 acts are 
replete with an exposition of con- 
ditions which have beset. that 
industry. Overproduction and sav- 
age, competitive warfare wasted 
the industry. Labor and capital 
alike were the victims.” 
* * * 


Although private industry is 
forbidden by the Sherman act 
to take concerted action for the 
elimination of unfair competi- 
tion, Justice Douglas said, Con- 
gress retains the power to modify 
what it has forbidden in that 
law. “It may do so by placing 
the machinery of price fixing in 
the hands of public agencies,” 
the opinion declared. “It may 
single out for separate treat- 
ment, as it has done on various 
occasions, a particular industry 
and thereby remove the penal- 
ties of the Sherman act as 


respects it.” 
a * 


* 

What Future Holds 
OLLOWING on the heels of re- 
cent decisions in the Wisconsin 

oil cases and after conning the 
provisions of the code stipulations 
entered into by the typewriter 
industry, this Guffey decision may 
seem a bit goofey. On the other 
hand it may open a way for many 
things. Frankly, I am optimistic 
enough to believe that our arma- 
ment program is going to solve a 
lot of dealer problems of itself. 
There is no question that a cur- 
tailment of output, plus an in- 
creased demand, would do more to 
stabilize this industry than all the 
legislation, factory agreements or 
price-fixing panacea this side of 
purgatory. And I am optimistic 
enough to believe that that is the 
situation in which dealers will find 
themselves before the end of an- 
other year. 

May I add a couple of items 
gleaned from the monthly letter 
of the Automotive Trade Assn. 
Managers? They are passed on 
for the interest they may hold 
without comment: 


Association’s Appeal 
“TOWA — in their annual report, 

the Iowa Automobile Dealers 
Assn. states, ‘During the year 1940 
the 1,858 licensed dealers will sell 
approximately 70,000 new and 210,- 
000 used cars and trucks. A nickel 
on each one of these units will 
give us $14,000 for operation of the 
association. I urge you to reduce 
your $50 over-allowances to $49.95 
during 1940 and send the remain- 
ing nickel to our office. It will 
stop all our worry and permit us 
to give all our time to creative 
work for you.” 
1" cd 

“Madison — From the Madison 
Automotive Assn. bulletin to deal- 
ers, ‘Plan on July 4 as the end 
of the model year. Order only 
those new units which you can 
move between then and now. 
Go over that used car stock, 
make up a list of good fast mov- 
ing makes and models which 
you do not have in stock. On 
these, and these only, a small 
over-allowance may be justified, 
on all others — ‘no’ allowance 
over the book. Keep this list up- 
to-date, correct it each Monday, 
and by the first of July your 
stock will contain nothing but 
good, popular models, well 
assorted and at fair prices. This 
is disciplined selling. Can you 
discipline yourself and your 
organization? If not, it’s nice to 
have met you while you were 
among us; if you must go in 
for volume regardless of profit, 
then we’ll soon be remembering 
you when you were an automo- 
bile dealer.’ ” 
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Motor Sales, Royal Oak, Mich., as the 





SEASON’S 1000TH new Hudson dealer. George H. Pratt, left, general sales 
manager of Hudson, officially welcomes Calvin C. Gray, of Gray and Kelley 


1000th new dealer to join Hudson since 


the introduction of 1940 models. Shown with Pratt above are, left to right, 
Ww 


. A. James, Hudson 
J. Kelley and W. 


advertising and merchandising manager; Gra 
A. Mortensen, president of Aaron 


y; Daniel 
DeRoy Motor éar Co. 


Hudson distributors for Detroit territory. The ceremony, which took place at 
the Hudson factory last week, signalized the largest seasonal new dealer 


gain in a decade. 





GM-CIO Parleys Ended; 
Union to Study Proposal 


DETROIT.—Negotiations in the 
United Automobile Workers-Gen- 
eral Motors contract discussions 
were terminated here late Wed- 
nesday. Final draft of the pro- 
posals was prepared Friday for 
presentation to the union at a 
meeting called for Saturday morn- 
ing. The negotiations have been in 
progress for several weeks. 

While it is understood that the 


Army Officials 
To Take Part 
In SAE Meeting 


NEW YORK.—Lieut.-Col. Edward 
IE. MacMorland, secretary, clear- 
ance committee, Army and Navy 
munitions board, tops a group of 
U. S. Army officers representing 
the ordnance, quartermaster, air 
and transportation corps, just 
assigned by Assistant Secretary of 
War Louis Johnson to participate 
in the summer meeting of the 
Society of Automotive Engineers 
at White Sulphur Springs, W. Va., 
June 9-14. 

On June 10, Lieut.-Col. MacMor- 
land will address the society on 
“The Role of the SAE in National 
Defense.” In addition to this formal 
presentation, Lieut. - Col. MacMor- 
land and other leading officers will 
participate in informal conferences 
with members attending the ses- 
sions. 

This meeting, which marks the 
35th anniversary of the society, 
opens with a banquet June 9, cele- 
brating the occasion. Sounding the 
forward-looking theme of the 23 
technical papers to be presented 
at the meeting’s 12 sessions, SAE 
Past President David Beecroft will 
give the key address, “The Next 35 
Years.” 

SAE General Manager John A. 
C. Warner, in announcing the addi- 
tion of Lieut.-Col. MacMorland to 
the program, also made known 
that there will be a special U. S. 
Army ordnance equipment exhibit. 
On display will be a light tank, 
scout car, half-track truck, anti- 
aircraft and anti-tank guns, semi- 
automatic rifles, and other equip- 
ment. 


Wis. Restricts Trucks 


On Summer Week-Ends 
MADISON, Wis. — Col. George 
Rickeman, director of the state 
motor vehicle department, 
11 state highways by heavy trucks 
during week-ends and holidays 
of the summer season. 
The regulations close portions of 


certain highways from May 29 to/| 


the second Sunday in September, 
except for buses, wreckers and 


trucks carrying livestock, fresh fish, | 


fluid milk or cream, fresh vege- 
| tables or fruit, ice cream, fresh 
bakery goods, ice or newspapers, 
ener apply to vehicles with a gross 


weight of 6,000 pounds or over. | 


|The ban on use of the highways 
| will be in force from 1 p. m. to 
| 11 p. m. Saturdays, and 9 a. m. 
|}to midnight on Sundays and legal 
‘ holidays. 


an- | 
nounces restrictions on the use of | 


union is not entirely satisfied with 
the proposition to be presented to 
them by the corporation it is felt 
that the proposals made will form 
a concrete basis for further dis- 
cussion in the future. Union of- 
ficials will study the plan during 
the coming week with meetings of 
the union executive committee to 
be held daily beginning Monday 
and probably ending Thursday. 
No definite plans have been set 
up for further meetings between 
the representatives of the corpora- 
tion and the union but it is felt on 
both sides that no doors have been 
closed for such further negotiation 
after the union executive has had 
full opportunity to study’ the 
present proposals and draw up 
counter propositions if the present 
suggestions are found unfavorable. 
The UAW-CIO is now recognized 
as the bargaining agent in 52 of 
the General Motors plants which 
employ approximately 120,000 
workers. The AFL groups won in 
five GM plants in the recent elec- 
tion and also has been seeking 
contract amendments. The five 


AFL plants employ approximately 
6,000 workers. 





Wis. Asks Motorists 
To Report Violators 


MADISON, Wis.—R. C. Salis- 
bury, director of the safety di- 
vision of the state motor vehicle 
department, has announced an 
“open” automobile violation ob- 
server plan with participating 
motorists’ cars bearing plates 
saying, “We report traffic viola- 














County and city safety coun- 
cils will be urged to start mem- 
bership drives in the hope that 
at least 50 percent of all motor- 
ists will be enrolled this year. 
Enrollees will be asked to 
pledge themselves to drive safe- 
ly, talk and promote safety, re- 
fuse to attempt ticket fixing, 
learn local traffic rules and re- 
port violations with a full sense 
of responsibility. Memberships 
will cost 25 cents a year. 













EVERY DAY is California day at the 
West Coast residents 


~ 












ATA Adds Business Counsel 


Van Tassel Named 
To Help Solve 


Dealer Problems 


CHICAGO.—Marking a new de- 
parture in trade association activi- 
ties, Chicago Automobile Trade 
Assn. has just added J. B. Van 
Tassel as business management 
consultant. The move, it is stated, 
is in line with the CATA policy 
of expanding its services to mem- 
bers along practical lines. 


Van Tassel comes to his new 
post with a background of 12 
years’ experience in his specialty 
with Packard Motor Car Co. He 
was with the business management 
division of factory sales depart- 
ment for 11 years, and since then 
served as field business manager 
of the Chicago branch. 


During his association with 
Packard, Van Tassel conducted 
accounting and business manage- 
ment schools, and installed busi- 
ness systems at distributor and 
dealer establishments. Previous to 
that, he was with the Detroit 
stock exchange for two years and 
with the First National Bank of 
Detroit for nine years. 

* * * 


CATA Sets June 10 


For Annual Dinner 


CHICAGO.—June 10 has been set 
as the date and the Hotel Knick- 
erbocker -as the place for the 
annual dinner meeting of Chicago 
Automobile Trade Assn. The pro- 
gram will be highlited by the 
election of directors. 


The CATA meeting will be the 
first of two scheduled for Chicago 
during the month. Automotive 
Trade Assn. Managers will hold 
their midsummer conference on 
June 27-28 at Edgewater Beach 
hotel. 


U. S. Courts Crack Down 
On Carrier Act Violators 


WASHINGTON.—Cracking down 
with unusual severity on violators 
of the Motor Carrier Act, federal 
courts have just fined six trucking 
firms and four shippers an aggre- 
gate of $38,500. In other cases a 
motor carrier was enjoined from 
further violation of the act and a 
shipper and a carrier pleaded guilty 
to indictments charging them with 
conspiracy to evade provisions of 
the federal statute. 


The largest fine levied was 
against Leander G. Tait and 
Leonard H. Wing, owner and em- 
ploye, respectively, of the City Oil 
Transportation Co., Plaistow, N. H., 
who were assessed a total of $18,000 
for false evidence in support of 
the company’s “grandfather” appli- 
cation for operating rights. At 
Cleveland, Erie Freight Lines was 
fined $10,000 for rebating. 


- Denies Car’s Return 


RICHMOND, Va. —(UTPS) —U. S. 
fourth circuit court of appeals has 
upheld a district court decision in 
refusing to return to Universal Credit 
Co. a car involved in liquor traffic, 
on the ground that the aT should 
have investigated thoroughly the repu- 
tation, as well as the record, of the 
car’s purchaser. 


Automotive News’ Almanac, published 
once a year, is considered THE refer- 
ence book wherever automotive infor- 
mation is desired. 





Pontiac plant in Pontiac, as more 


decide to take delivery of new Pontiacs at the factory 


and defray a good portion of their vacation expense through saved freight 


| rates. Californians in the picture are Josephine Thompson, Mrs. W. C. 
Julia Knudsen, 


|} son, Los Angeles; Mrs. 
‘ Robert M. Brinker, San Diego. 
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One sacred pledge we make our friends here and 
now. This publication, God willing and so long as 
it is in our charge, will never champion the cause 
of any individual or any corporation which is not 
for the best interests of the automotive industry as 
a whole. Nor will its columns be used to spread 
gossip or inflame prejudice. It will confine itself to 
the upbuilding of the industry it is pledged to serve, 
wholly through the dissemination of NEWS which 
is timely, authentic and of value.—(AN 6-10-1983). 
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Knudsen, Coordinator 


N APPOINTING William S. Knudsen as co-ordinator of 

production under the National Defense program, Presi- 
dent Roosevelt has done more than merely select an indus- 
trial genius to head the drive. Knudsen will inject an element 
of calm into what otherwise might become a maelstrom of 
hysteria and emotion. 


In spite of the fact that he is an inveterate reader, 
Knudsen is by no means a theorist. He faces problems 
squarely and attacks them quietly. Somehow he has de- 
veloped that faculty so few of us have of being able to 
see that the more vexing a problem is, the greater becomes 
the need to approach it with an open mind. Theories, from 
Knudsen’s standpoint, must be developed from facts, and 
facts should not be distorted to fit theories. 


Just at present he, perhaps, is faced with the one biggest 
job in the United States — that of co-ordinating the efforts 
of the industries upon which we must depend for the 
development of an adequate national defense in the least 
possible time. This is a job that demands balance, calm, 
resolution and quick but unhurried decisions. We feel that 
Knudsen can give the job all this and something more — a 
touch of human kindness that will inspire confidence. 


These are not times for hysteria. We doubt that there 
are many, except for possible political reasons, who will dis- 
agree with the President in his appraisal of our needs. But 
those needs can best be filled, not by bombast and emotion, 
but by the quiet application of our production facilities in 
the most efficient manner to the work to be done. Emotion 
may be needed to support the plan, but the plan itself must 
not suffer from it. Knudsen with his towering six feet two, 
has, as Lincoln said, legs long enough to reach the ground. 
We congratulate the President and the country on this 
selection, and to Mr. Knudsen we offer our complete co-opera- 
tion to serve in any way we can to help him complete the 
task that lies before him. 


Unions and Monopoly 


DECISION of the United States supreme court last 

week established what we think has been a much 
needed check on the power of labor unions in the United 
States, when it decided that such organizations are out of 
bounds when they use their authority to organize in an 
effort to restrain trade. This problem has been discussed 
frequently in this column, and it has never seemed quite 
clear why any group should be able to restrain trade 
through a labor monopoly while the use of monopolies by 
other groups is denied. 


We never have felt that any law, which would deprive 
workers of their rights to strike for the protection of 
their own interests, could be fitted into the general con- 
ception of American freedom. On the other hand, where 
dishonest labor leaders hide behind the cloak of immunity 
granted to labor under the anti-trust laws, in order to enter 
into collusion with one employer at the expense of another, 
the very foundations of the liberty which protects labor 
in its just cause is threatened. The court decision recognizes 
that a distinction must be made. Labor and capital should 
unite to see that this decision is made to work to the 


advantage of both. 
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By GEORGE M. SLOCUM 





It was no surprise to 


TIME 
MARCHES anyone in this industry 


ON! that President Roose- 
velt, confronted with 
the urgency of an adequate de- 
fense project, scanned the country 
and picked William S. Knudsen to 
direct the gigantic undertaking. 
There always has been argument 
whether Henry Ford or Bill Knud- 
sen, then Ford’s production man- 
ager, invented the moving as- 
sembly line. No matter, because it 
is now a standardized procedure 
in making everything in America 
from pills to bombers, but no one 
will question the fact that Knud- 
sen was one of its pioneers and no 
man has had more actual expe- 
rience with its operation. 


bd * * 
Commentators seem to be pretty 
much in agreement that this 


present war will be won by the 
scientific application of mechanics. 
There have been few official state- 
ments as to actual battle casual- 
ties. We all assume they must be 
terrific but outside of the claims 
made by each side as to the other’s 
losses I have seen no official con- 
firmation of the human wastage. 
It may be quite possible that the 
actual loss in lives have been less 
than in some of our bloody 
battles between the north and 
south when men fought hand to 
hand with musket-butts and bay- 
onets. It may be true, as H. G. 
Wells predicted in his “Things To 
Come” many years ago, that this 
World War is being won by science 
and machinery, the conquered to 
be the first to lose his mechanized 
equipment. 
* * 

If therefore, the battles of the 
future are to be fought in terms of 
machinery, then the selection of 
William S. Knudsen is of greater 
importance to this country than 
who actually heads the military 
branches. The same day that the 
National Defense Committee was 
announced, Henry Ford issued a 
reassuring statement from Dear- 
born in which he promised almost 
unbelievable quotas of production 
IF he could be relieved of “govern- 
ment red tape” which, he said, had 
hamstrung him in his operations 
during the last war. That state- 
ment should be helpful to the 
board which held its first meeting 
last Thursday, (a holiday) in 
Washington. 


Edward R. Stettinius, young 
president of U. S. Steel, will be 
Knudsen’s ally in charge of mate- 
rials. The other members of the 
board represent labor, transporta- 
tion and other vital factors in the 
defense program. Stettinius, al- 
though for the past several years 
in an executive capacity with U. S. 
Steel, is really an automobile man, 
having been with General Motors 
in important positions for many 
years. He and “W. K.” speak the 
same language and both have a 
calm way of getting things done 
which should, if we can judge 
from this distance, be helpful to 
the present jittery feeling in Wash- 
ington. 

* * * 

Last issue I pointed to the fact 
that Business Week’s Index was 
climbing upward from the low of 
April. Yet it jumped 2% points 
again last week from 109.1 to 111.6. 
This report, you know, is based on 
totals in a dozen or more lines. 
For example: Automobiles, steel, 
electric power, oil and coal pro- 
duction; carloading; money in cir- 
culation; department store sales; 
prices on copper, wheat, sugar, cot- 
ton, wool and rubber and bank de- 
posits; Federal Reserve credit, etc., 
etc. When you add these all up and 
average the total you strike what 
I believe to be the best real index 
of American business trend. I 
know it is upward and although 
taxes are going to be raised to 
meet the defense needs (to which 
no one fortunately dare object) 
still we are all going to have more 
money. You can’t spend several 
extra billion dollars for American 
products and American labor in 
America without breaking the log- 
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Evans in the Columbus Dispa' 


Maybe the Scientists Can Diagnose This Case 


In This Corner— 
‘Send Almamaes ....-° 


The views expressed in this column are those of our readers. 
Anonymous contributions will not be accepted but confidence will 
be observed upon request. 


Almanac 


Unfortunately in moving to our 
new headquarters, our copies of 
the AuTomMoTIVE ALMANAC were mis- 
laid and I would very much appre- 
ciate it if you could arrange to 
send replacements to us. 

If I am not mistaken we had 
four copies, which would be from 
1936-1939, inclusive. Please’ be 
assured that I will deeply appre- 
ciate anything you can do in this 
respect. — H. G. Bragg, general 
manager, Automobile Merchants 
Assn. of N. Y., Inc. 


W age-Hour 


In the Apr. 20 edition of Avurto- 
MOTIVE News you carried an article 
relating to the Wage and Hour 
act in which you referred to a 
“ruling obtained from the Wage 
and Hour division that all em- 
ployes of an automobile dealer 
would be exempt from the mini- 
mum wage and maximum hour 
provisions of the Fair Labor 
Standards Act of 1938, etc.” 


We are very anxious to obtain 
a copy of this ruling and wonder 
if you have an extra copy of it 
in your files that you could send 
along to us. If this is not possible, 
could you advise us where we 
might obtain such a copy? 
Cc. R. Evans, sales manager, Gen- 
eral Motors Corp., Foreign Distri- 
butors division, New York, N. Y. 


Epitor’s Note: A bulletin issued 
by the Newark Automotive Trade 
Assn., which gives its “boil-down” 
of the recent interpretation of the 
Wage-Hour act ruling in connec- 
tion with the automobile dealer, 
is being sent. 


Address 


Can you please tell us the address 
of Steel Materials Corp.? 


They make automotive parts and 
chrome kitchen utensils. — Sossner 
Steel Stamps, Inc., New York City. 

Epitor’s Note: Address of the 
Steel Materials Corp., is 17260 Gable 
Street, Detroit, Mich. 


Eastman Report 


Will you please advise from 
whom we could get a copy of 
the report of Joseph B. Eastman, 
mentioned in the Apr. 20 issue of 


AuTomMoTIVE News? — N. F. Rea, 
Joe Fisher (Dodge-Plymouth dis- 
tributor), Portland, Ore. 

Epiror’s Notre: An _ application 


blank issued by the United States 
Government Printing Office, which 


jam which has retarded recovery. published the Eastman report, is 


—G. M.S. 


being forwarded. 
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Anti-Freeze 


Indeed I was interested in 
marked copy of your May 20 iss 
In fact, interested from two poin 
of view; first, for the mention th 
“Prestone” anti-freeze is not so 
at cut prices, and, second, beca 
of the opportunity it presents 
do a little editorial criticizing. 

Our only criticism is in the ma 
ner in which the single wo 
“Prestone” was used. In the e 
of our law department, such 
crime on our part would be 
forgivable. But it is only natu 
from the viewpoint of trade pa 
lance that “Prestone”’ should 
referred to in just that way. @ 
the other hand, we will be deep 
appreciative if you see fit to cz 
to the attention of your editori 
staff that such usage is incorre¢ 
in that it tends toward maki 
the name of our product gener 
To be quite correct, “Preston 
should always appear in quo 
and should invariably be followé 
by the word anti-freeze. 

Naturally all of the above is le 
important to you than to us, b 
I am sure you will appreciate tl 
thought which prompts us to ca 
it to your attention—John Me 
dram, manager, Advertising ar 
Sales Promotion division, Nation 
Carbon Co., Inc., New York. 


Stocks High 


Stock of used cars in Vermo 
is much heavier than it should b 
Prices are rather high on _ usé 
cars, as all dealers seem to | 
allowing exorbitant prices an 
with the public wanting new ca 
makes a very bad situation. 

Stock of used cars is heavy; tb 
$500 to $700 cars not moving we 
the $200 to $300 cars moving nicel 
— Montpelier, Vt. 


Coming Events 


JUNE 


9-14—White Sulphur Springs, W. V: 
SAE Summer meeting (Greenbrié 
Hotel). 

10-18 — St. Louis (Jefferson Hotel) 
Automotive Engine Rebuilde 
Assn. annual convention. 


17-18—Caesar’s Head, S. C. South Car 
lina Automobile Dealers Assn. a 
nual conclave. 

24-25—Syracuse, N. Y. (Onondaga H! 
tel). Empire State Automobile Me’ 
chants Assn. annual convention. 

27-28—Chicago (Edgewater Beach H 
tel). Automotive Trade Assn. Ma! 
agers meeting. 


OCTOBER 


12-19—New York (Grand Central Pa 
ace). National Automobile Show. 

12-19—Detroit (Convention Hall) Aut 
mobile Show. 

19-26—Pittsburgh (Hunt Armory). A? 
nual Automobile Show. 

26-Nov. 3—Chicago (International A™ 
phitheatre). Chicago Automobi! 

ow. 
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BUSINESS... 


Basis of all Security 


| ung at no time in history have people been 
more concerned about achieving security than 
they are today. All over the world nations and 
individuals, beguiled by seductive and more or less 
ingenious schemes, have been bartering away some 
of their most precious heritages, won and preserved 
by their forebears, for the promise of security. 
They have lost their heritages without gaining the 
sought-for security. 


In this feverish and often blind search one truth 
stands out: Business security underlies all forms of 
security. 

The foundation of society as it exists in this coun- 
try is the production and distribution of goods. 
Anything that interferes with the free flow of 
goods from producer to consumer threatens that 
foundation. Impractical tampering with the proc- 
esses of ‘distribution places a handicap upon busi- 
ness men whose energies are thereby dissipated in 
unproductive activities. 


This industry has grown and 
prospered under a system of 
free enterprise in which auto- 
mobile merchants and manufac- 
turers have joined forces in at- 
tacking their common problems 
without sacrificing the healthy 
competition that has contrib- 
uted probably as much as any 
other single factor to the prog- 
ress of the industry. 


Any program or proposal 


mea Olena, 


PASSENGER AND COMMERCIAL CARS 


DODGE 


PASSENGER CARS 


DE SOTO 
CHRYSLER 








that would restrict the free play of competitive 
forces in the distribution of motor vehicles would 
cripple the automotive industry which has created 
six million jobs and which is responsible for one- 
seventh of the nation’s pay envelopes. It would 
thus affect, directly or indirectly, a large part 
of the country’s population. But the first to feel 
the paralyzing influence of such restriction would 
inevitably be the automobile retail merchants 
who would no longer be able to run their own 
businesses. 


Every proposal to restrict honest business is a 
step toward government regimentation and toward 
the destruction rather than the attainment of 
security. 

All industries have their problems and ours is no 
exception. But men possessing the intelligence and 
ability to build the automobile industry in thirty 
years into what it is today, paying high wages to its 
employes and profits to both 
producers and distributors 
while giving car owners each 
year more values in products 
and services, ought to be able to 
find better answers to those 
problems than would people 
who never have had any connec- 
tion with the industry and know 
its problems only by hearsay. 


AND TRUCKS 


For security, business men 
must look, not to outsiders, but 
to themselves. 


| 
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1 Ps hrysler Marine and Industrial Engines e Oilite Oil Cushion Bronze Bearings @ Airtemp—Air Conditioning 





1 YOU GET THE GOOD THINGS FIRST FROM CHRYSLER CORPORATION 
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Total Put at $816,433,000 
Topping ’38 by $49,580,000 


NEW YORK.—Gasoline tax reve- 
nue of the states reached a new 
high of $816,433,000 in 1939, an 
increase of $49,580,000 over the 1938 
gasoline tax collections, U. S. pub- 
lic roads administration reports. 
Since 1933 such revenue has in- 
creased by approximately $50,000,000 
annually, and the 1939 collections 
were $298,238,000 higher than in 


was that of New York motorists, 
who paid the state $69,693,000. 
Pennsylvania was next with $59,- 
584,000, followed by Ohio with 
$50,466,000 and California with 
$49,795,000. 

Gasoline tax receipts for 1939, as 
reported by the public roads ad- 
ministration, were as follows for 
the state: 

























1933, when $518,195,000 was col- State Amount 
lected. IEE. Svc VawAdeeceeee $ 14,415,000 
Levies on motor fuel now supply| Arizona ................ 4,445,000 
approximately one-quarter of all| Arkansas .............. 10,647,000 
the tax revenue of the states. An-| California .............. 49,795,000 
nual state gasoline tax receipts|Colorado ............... 7,751,000 
now exceed in amount the annual! Connecticut ............ 9,910,000 
total of all tax revenue of all|Delaware .............. 2,143,000 
the states prior to 1922. Dist. of Columbia ...... 2,784,000 
Highest 1939 gasoline tax bill| Florida .............--- 24,323,000 
CHOOPHIR cisccccccvccsans 21,054,000 
MD Sotecetscecsessses 4,467,000 
Ford Refuses DEE ive e0icite antares 39,000,000 
SPP 23,825,000 
To Obey NLRB eg eg esl ea 13,971,000 
I o ° PE: <a.scics ber ewn ees 10,023,000 
n t. Louis EE ccc uuweuehe ned 13,834,000 
ST. LOUIS.—Ford Motor Co., in — Rak. Seen ‘oa 
a return filed last week, flatly re- |}... land cea oy ee 10,638,000 
fused to obey a recent NLRB order |, 7. esetis .......0 20.512.000 
which directed it to reinstate, with aiahdene oe 29 830.000 
back pay, 94 workers at the local iciate tats) Se 18 646.000 
assembly plant who were allegedly | yrjccissippi ............. 11 309.000 
discharged shortly before a strike aa. ee hr 12.096.000 
began in 1937. It also declined out-|y; ntana |.............. 4.800.000 
right to comply with the order to Neb: —~ ee. ae 11 481,000 
bargain with UAW-CIO. J. C.Jyovnan 1336 000 
Doyle, plant manager, said if the acs Miainniiien 5 en 3,508,000 
NLRB should ask the United| Nev jersey. 23'006 000 
States circuit court of appeals to Steur ‘adie ON ee 4.295.000 
enforce the joint orders the com- New York. oe ie 69 693.000 
pany will challenge the validity of North Gesciinn ........ 24 532.000 
the action. North Dakota ......... 2,648,000 
Doyle also stated that power of|Ohio .................+- 50,466,000 
enforcement is not vested in the|Oklahoma ............. 14,206,000 
» which must ask this par-|Oregon ................. 10,591,000 
ticular court to make its orders Pennsylvania .......... 59,584,000 
effective if they are not accepted| Rhode Island .......... 4,027,000 
voluntarily. The company could/ South Carolina ......... 12,297,000 
appeal to the same court. Copies| Soyth Dakota .......... 3,956,000 
of the return were sent to workers | Tennessee ............-- 18,756,000 
who applied for reinstatement and | Texas .................: 45,189,000 
back pay. The company insisted it|Utah ................... 3,735,000 
would not pay for time when the|Vermont ............... 2,679,000 
men didn’t work for it. TD cussvscesveseses 17,831,000 
The company, found guilty of| Washington ............ 15,994,000 
unfair labor practices by the| West Virginia .......... 10,409,000 
NLRB order, said it would not] Wisconsin ............-- 20,271,000 
bargain with Local No. 325 of the|Wyoming .............- 2,622,000 

UAW-CIO because the order “un- 

justly seeks to impose a CIO union is vn ivesasans $816,433,000 


upon the company’s employes in 
disregard to their sworn testimony 
that they do not wish to be rep- 
resented by such union, and thus 
deprives those employes of their 
right to be represented by another 
union, or none, as they choose.” 
The company has respected the 
right of every employe to join a 
union or not, as he chose, the pe- 
tition added. 


Insurance Rates Cut 


10 Percent in Missouri 


ST. LOUIS.—A revision of auto- 
mobile insurance rates, expected to 
save Missouri car owners more 
than $200,000, became effective last 
week. Ray B. Lucas, state super- 
intendent of insurance, said the 
cuts represent an average of about 
10 percent, although some _in- 
creases will be made in collision 
insurance in rural areas where, 
according to Lucas, accident ex- 
perience “has been particularly 
unfavorable.” 

The major reductions occur in 
fire, theft and “comprehensive” in- 
surance. On the basis of 1939, when 
Missouri car insurance premium 
totaled $1,575,044, “it is estimated 
that the new rates on passenger 
cars will result in an overall an- 
nual saving of approximately $168,- 
000,” Lucas said. An additional 
saving of $50,000 to $75,000 is ex- 
pected from changes in rating 
treatment of commercial automo- 
biles. 


W. Tower Named Head 


Of Iron & Steel Institute 

NEW YORK.—Walter S. Tower, 
executive secretary of American 
Iron and Steel Institute since 1933, 
has been made the institute’s first 
paid president as a result of action 
taken at the institute’s 41st annual 
meeting at the Waldorf - Astoria 
here. He succeeds Ernest T. Weir, 
chairman of National Steel Corp. 

Decision of the institute to have 
a paid president and the subse- 


hi home 4A 


IN A CLINCH 


NICKEL STEELS “COME THRU” 


A most useful special production 
machine employed in many auto- 
motive plants is the “Clinchor,” 
a unit which automatically feeds 
and sets clinch nuts. This machine, 
produced by the Tomkins-Johnson 
Company, Jackson, Michigan, has 
earned a splendid record for per- 
formance and trouble-free life. 
Due to severe operating conditions, 
major parts must be made from 
thoroughly dependable materials. 
The hopper ratchet wheel, subject 
to severe wear and shock loading, 
is made from SAE 2320 low 
carbon 3%% Nickel steel, heat 
treated, and oil quenched. In addi- 
tion to strength, toughness, and 
resistance developed, this 
Nickel alloy steel 
is readily ma- 


wear 


chinable after! quent action of the directors in 
heat treatment. naming Tower to the position, was 
THE announced as an initial and cen 
portant step by American stee 

INTERNATIONAL makers to gear their ———— 
KEL trade organization to any nationa 
NIC COMPANY | which may be 


| defense program 
INC. New York. N.Y. | devised by the federal government. 





939 State Gasoline Taxes Hit New All-Time Peak 


‘500’ Race Preliminaries . . . 





BORG-WARNER’S $10,000 tro 


h 
to the winner of the Indianapolis 400-mil> race, 
by plane last week in the Hoosier capitol. Left to 
steward of the race; Louis Meyer, a 
Rex Mays, fastest qualifier for the 1940 cl 





y, &@ replica of which is awarded annually 


is shown here on its arrival 
right, Ted H. Doescher, chief 
— winner of the trophy, and 
assic. 





TED DOESCHER, chief steward; T. E. (Pop) Myers, R. A. Stranahan, hon- 


orary starter; M. C. DeWitt, 


vice-president of Champion Spark Plug Co., 


sponsors of the Champion 100-Mile-An-Hour Club, are shown at the sixth 


annual dinner of this exclusive 
Athletic Club. 


group Monday night in the Indianapolis 


Photo courtesy of Indianapolis News 


Shaw Is Victor Third Time 


In Annual 500-Mile Race 


(Continued from Page 1) 


Mays and Rose were the only cars 
to complete the five century grind. 
The winning car was equipped 
with Perfect Circle piston rings, 
Packard cable ignition wiring, 
Masserati shocks in front and 
Houde in the rear, and Firestone 
tires, two Roots-type supercharg- 
ers, Scintilla magneto and Cham- 
pion ignition. Mays’ car carried 
Bowes Sealfast plugs, Bosch mag- 
neto, Perfect Circle rings, Houde 
shocks, Firestone tires and Win- 
field carburetor. “Ring Free” oil 
and Shell gasoline were used. 
Shaw’s car used Crystal Oilzum 
lubricant and Alco gasoline. 

Third place car had Burd pis- 
ton rings, Houde shocks, Packard 
cable, Champion spark plugs, 
Bosch ignition and used Oilzum 
lubricant and Shell gasoline. 

The following table gives the of- 
ficial averages of the only three 
cars to finish the 500 miles: 

First, Shaw, 4 hours, 22 minutes, 
31.17 seconds; speed 114.277 m.p.h. 


Second, Mays, 4:23:45.31; speed 
113.742. 
Third, Rose, 4:24:08.96; speed 
113.572. 


All other cars were flagged be- 
cause of the rain. 

Unofficial finish was as follows: 
Fourth, Horn; fifth, Thorne; then 
Swanson, Wearne, Hanson, Brisko, 
Lebegue, McQuinn, Andres, Hanks, 








WILBUR SHAW 


... Three-Time Winner | 


Barringer, Chitwood, Tomei, Chet | c 


Devore, 
Nalon, 


Miller, Putnam, Davis, 
Petillo, Robson, Cantlon, 


A complete technical story on 
equipment used on this year’s 500- 
mile race cars, written by Chester 
S. Ricker, will appear in the June 
10 issue of Automotive News. 


Williams, Connor, Bergere, Russo, 
Hepburn, Al Miller, Snowberger, 
Hinnershitz and Riganti. 

Chief Steward will rule how 
other cars that were flagged should 
be scored. 


° 
Truck Loadings 
Reach Peak For 
9 + . 
40 During April 

WASHINGTON. — Motor carrier 
loadings during April reached the 
highest level so far this year, 
American Trucking Assns. an- 
nounced last week. 

Comparable reports received from 
199 truck lines in 39 states and the 
District of Columbia show their 
April volume was 5.8 percent above 
March and 16.7 percent greater 
than April, 1939. These carriers 
transported an aggregate of 1,052,- 
225 tons in April, of which 75 
percent was classified as general 


merchandise. This volume increased 
11 percent from March. 


Movement of new automobiles 


and trucks, 
cent of the total tonnage, decreased 


7.9 percent from March but was | 
21.6 percent above April a year ago. | 


Iron and steel products represented 


about 3 percent of the total April | 


tonnage. 


constituting 6.1 per- | 





Farmers’ Income 
Shows Increase 


Contraseasonally 


WASHINGTON. -— Farmers’ in.| 
come continues to ascend. Cas}/ 
revenue from farm marketings anj| 
government payments in April to.| 
taled $625,000,000, compared with 
$604,000,000 in March and $568,000,| 
000 in April last year. 

Income from farm marketing; 
increased more than_ seasonally 
from March to April, the U. § 
agriculture department announce; 
last week, because of the shar; 
| gains in income from cattle, wheat 
truck crops, strawberries and to. 
bacco and last month amounted t 
$559,000,000, against $537,000,000 in 
March. Government payments las} 
| month totaled $66,000,000, compared 
with $67,000,000 in March and $90, 
000,000 in April, 1939. 

For the first four months of 
this year cash farm income, in. 
cluding government payments, was 
12 percent higher than a year 
earlier, totaling $2,615,000,000, com. 
pared with $2,341,000,000 last year 
Income from crops increased 10 per. 
cent and from livestock and live. 
stock products 6 percent. Govern- 
ment payments in the first four 
months of 1940 amounted to $357, 
000,000 against $282,000,000 a year 
before. 





European Nations 


Seek Bullet-Proof 
Military Tubes 


NEW YORK.—Several European 
nations are currently seeking the 
bullet-proof inner tube developed 
for use on United States Army 
motorized units and recently re- 
leased by Washington officials for 
export sale, according to John L. 
Collyer, president of B. F. Goodrich 

0. 


Declining to state whether the 
interested foreign powers are bel- 
ligerents, Collyer said the bullet- 
proof tubes made by Goodrich are 
a military adaptation of the “Sealo- 
matic” tubes now marketed by the 
company for passenger-use. 


Triple layers of special rubber 
compounds, the innermost of which 
is semi-viscous, are said to give the 
military tube the ability to seal 
holes made by machine gun and 
rifle bullets on moving wheels 
without considerable loss of air 
pressure. However, the military 
tube is too heavy for passenger-car 
service, he explained. 


War Orders to Keep 


Lebanon Plant Open 


LEBANON, N. H.—(UTPS)—AI- 
though 
ready to close its plant, Lebanon 
Split Ball Bearing Co. has re- 
ceived orders which will probably 
provide full operations for the du- 
ration of the war in Europe, it is 
announced by T. H. Cabot, presi- 
dent and treasurer. 


The firm has announced a new 
product — a miniature precision 
ball bearing — for use in precision 
instruments, especially airplane in- 
| struments. 





Fee Bills Doomed 


TRENTON, N. J.—Several bills to 

| reduce motor vehicle registration and 
drivers’ _license fees, and a measure 
| to initiate a state constitutional 
amendment outlawing highway fund 
diversion, were among many bills 
killed by action of the Assembly 
steering committee as the state legis- 
lature here began preparing for 4 
summer recess. 





We are Always in the Market 


TO 


BUY 


Automotive Surplus Materials 


FOR CASH 


Box No. 212, AUTOMOTIVE NEws, Detroit, Mich. 
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READERS OF 
THE NEW YORK TIMES 
BOUGHT 
-— 135,000 NEW CARS 
LAST YEAR 


in the combined cities of Def oit, Washington and Cleveland. And in the same twelve 
months, these manufactairers sold 135,000 new cars to readers of The New York 
Times alone in New York and over the country. Readers of The New York Times 


spent at least $100,000,000 for new cars in 1939. 


A STRONG STATEMENT— BUT HERE IS PROOF: Early this year, the Recording & Statistical Cor- 
Poration conducted a survey to find out what newspapers are read by New York 
City automobile buyers. They discovered one fact that has been demonstrated time 


and again—that readers of The New York Times buy the most new cars sold here. 


They discovered, too, that in New York City alone, approximately one out of every 
six Times readers bought a new car in 1939. Apply this ratio to The Times total 
audience in New York and elsewhere, and you will see that last year readers of The 


New York Times alone bought 135,000 new automobiles, 













MAKE THE MOST OF THIS SELLING OPPORTUNITY: Here’s one of the biggest single new car mar- 
kets in the country. It’s a market that not only will support extra advertising pres- 
sure—selling logic dictates that to get the full quota of sales and profits from this 
market, automobile manufacturers give it extra advertising pressure. Look over 
your 1940 advertising plans now . . . and make a note right at the top of your list 


that ‘The New York Times alone reaches a $100,000,000 new car market.” 


The New Pork Times 


“ALL THE NEWS THAT'S FIT TO PRINT” 
GENERAL MOTORS BUILDING DETROIT MADISON 3880 


When the Recording & Statistical Corporation asked New York City new car buyers, 
“Of the New York newspapers you read, which one do you prefer above all others?”’ 


twice as many said The New York Times as named any other newspaper. 
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April Parts Sales 


Oo ~ 


Rise Is Noted 





Top Mar 





In the Original New Chrysler Facilities . . . 


Equipment Total 


DETROIT. — According to the 
National Standard Parts Assn. au- 
tomotive sales index, which is based 
on reports from NSPA manufac- 
turers, automotive sales for April 
show an advance of 5 percent over 
March. However, this is 24 percent 
ahead of April last year. 

Average monthly sales for the 
first four months of 1940 show 
an advance of 17 percent over the 
same period last year. 

Replacement parts shipped to 
wholesalers in April stepped 
sharply ahead of March by 10 
percent. This places April this 
year 27 percent ahead of last April. 
Average monthly sales for the first 
four months of this year are 20 
percent above the first four months 
of last year. 

Shop equipment and tools ship- 
ped to wholesalers in April also 
increased 8 percent above March. 
This places April 23 percent above 
last April. Average monthly sales 
for the first four months of this 
year are 18 percent above the same 
period for 1939. 

Original equipment shipped to 
vehicle manufacturers in April 
showed an advance of 8 percent 
instead of the usual decline. This 
places April 43 percent ahead of 
last April. Average monthly sales 
for the first four months of 1940 
now stand 12 percent ahead of 
the same period last year. 

Export shipments in April also 
advanced 6 percent above March, 
bringing April to a point 3 percent 
above last year. Average monthly 
export shipments for this year are 
3 percent ahead of the average for 
the first four months of last year. 






* 
Govt.Ownership 
m 
Of Vehicles Is 
& a 

Rising Sharply 
» WASHINGTON. — Governmental 
ownership and use of motor vehi- 
cles has increased 10 times as fast 
as have automobile, truck and bus 
registrations generally in the last 
10 years, Baird H. Markham, di- 
rector of the American Petroleum 
Industries Committee, pointed out 
last week. 

Markham cited official figures 
which show there were 394,783 
public-owned motor vehicles in 
operation last year, of which 121,- 
270 were owned by the federal 
government and the remainder by 
states, counties and municipalities. 
The federal government owns ap- 
proximately four times as many 
highway vehicles as only a decade 
ago, while the number owned by 
states, counties and cities has 
more than doubled. 

“Some idea of the extent to 
which motor vehicles have become 
important instruments in the func- 
tioning of governments may be 
derived from the fact that nearly 
one-half billion gallons of motor 
fuel were consumed by vehicles 
in the performance of _ public 
duties,” Markham said. 


Shapaugh and Eagle 


Named by Fruehauf 
DETROIT. — Roy A. Fruehauf, 
vice-president in charge of sales, 
Fruehauf Trailer Co., announces 
the appointment of Hobart R. 
Shapaugh as regional manager in 
charge of the Fruehauf Southwest- 
ern division. Shapaugh will have 
his headquarters at the Dallas 
branch of the company. Previous 
to his association with Fruehauf, 
Shapaugh was regional and branch 
manager for Reo Motor Car Co. 
for several years. 

Joseph L. Eagle has been ap- 
pointed Fruehauf branch manager 
at New Orleans. Eagle has had 
long experience in the highway 
transportation field, having been 
district manager of the Boston 
zone for General Motors Truck for 
four years, previous to which he 
was branch manager at Memphis 
for Federal truck for seven years. 









Automotive News’ Almanac, published 
once a year, is considered THE refer- 
ence book wherever automotive infor- 
mation is desired. 


BRAKE DYNAMOMETER. The dynamometer, 
Corp.’s new engineering laboratories, tests brakes 





a large motor which is connected to the massive flywheel seen to the right 
of motor, which revolves at selected velocities, representing exactly the momen- 
tum of an automobile, whether Plymouth or three-ton Dodge truck, running 


at any desired speed. Then at a 
De Soto brake being tested here is 
bring the machine to a dead stop 





A GEAR TOOTH must be tough to meet Chrysler Corp. 


way 


iven 
app 
is recorded, together with the hypothetical 
distance travelled, thus registering the efficiency of the 


— the power is removed and the 
ied. The elapsed time necessary to 


brake. 


standards. A 


to make it tough is by carburization—a gas treatment that imparts a 


localized surface hardness. This complicated apparatus is a delicate instrument 
for the analysis of samples of gas taken from a carburizing furnace. As the 
gas is passed through it each element is separated for quantitative analysis. 


This is im 


rtant because upon the accurate balance of the elements in the 


gas depends the efficacy of carburizing process—and therefore toughness of 


gears in the car. 





Buick Sets All-Time Record 
In Output of Its ’40 Models 


FLINT. — In the first eight 
months of its 1940 model output, 
Buick, May 28, established a new 
all-time production for any single 
model year with the assembly of 
its 250,117th 1940 model car. 

The milestone car is produced 
in a year noteworthy for steady 
employment and output, and 
brings with it the forecast by 
Harlow H. Curtice, Buick presi- 
dent and general manager, that 
assemblies for the full 1940 model 
run will approximate 280,000 units. 

“Buick’s record for 1940 culmi- 
nates many years of effort,” 
Curtice commented. “During this 
time our constant goal has been 
to stabilize employment and elimi- 
nate the peaks and valleys of the 
production season. We are nearer 
that goal this year than at any 
time in our experience.” 

He said that higher volume and 
returning Buick to fall announce- 
ments of new models had immeas- 
urably aided in maintaining a 
consistent employment level. 

“Beginning with October, 1939, 
through a seven-month period, 
Buick’s nearly 16,000 production 
and salaried employes have been 
continuously employed with prac- 
tically no lost time,” he declared. 

The trend in Buick production 
has been sharply upward since 
Curtice was named president 


ictured here in Chrysler 
n this way: To the left is 


October, 1933. In that period more 
than $50,000,000 has been expended 
in the rearrangement and rehabili- 
tation of the plants. Currently, 
Buick is embarked on a large- 
scale expansion project which will 
cost several million dollars. It in- 
cludes the construction of two new 
buildings, an axle plant and an 
addition to the sheet metal plant, 
with accompanying docks and re- 
ceiving facilities. 


PAA Offers Awacls 


For Forum Questions 
HARRISBURG, Pa. — (UTPS) — 
Cc. S. Klugh, manager of Pennsyl- 
vania Automotive Assn., last week 
announced that members submit- 
ting questions used in an “Open 
Forum” during the 20th annual 
convention of the group June 16- 


17-18 at the Hotel William Penn 
in Pittsburgh, will be awarded 
prizes. 


Purpose of the forum is to give 
everyone in attendance full oppor- 
tunity to have subjects in which 
they are interested discussed by 
competent speakers. Rules govern- | 
ing the contest are: Questions must | 
be submitted by a PAA member; a! 
committee, selected from the audi- | 
ence, will act as judges, and| 
questions must be in PAA head- | 


in! quarters not later than June 10. 


ch by 9% 


| 


—_-7 
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(Continued from Page 1) i 
photograph through a microscope 
with magnification up to 5,000 
times the original, and the wind 


tunnel for aerodynamics research, ™,, 


“In our new dynamometer build. 
ing, single cylinder, multi-cylinder, 
diesel and other kinds of engines 
will be made to strain against 
giant dynamometers, so that we 
may know, among other things, 
just what power they will develop 
under specific conditions. Cold 
rooms will be maintained for ex. 
perimentation in temperatures as 
low as 60 degrees below zero Fah. 
renheit. Other rooms will be equip- 


| ped to reproduce heavy rain, salt 


spray, and other’ atmospheric 
conditions. 

“By using these new instruments, 
which extend man’s normal capa- 
bilities of smell, touch, sight, hear. 
ing and taste, we hope to uncover 
and utilize our natural endowments 
to make our vehicles more and 


more perfect units.” 


Financing Trends 
In Past 4 Years 
Analyzed by AFC 


CHICAGO. — Financing trends 
during the first quarter of this and 
the past four years, based upon an 
analysis of U. S. department of 
commerce figures, have just been 
compiled by Thomas W. Rogers, 
research director of American 
Finance Conference. Here are the 
comparisons: 


Retail volume this year was 26.2 
percent above that for 1939; 53 
percent above 1938; 6.5 percent 
below 1937, and 6.9 percent above 
1936. 

In terms of dollars, retail financ- 
ing of new cars topped 1939 by 
33.4 percent, and 1938 by 75.6 per- |: 
cent; was 10.9 percent below 1937, 
and 4.9 percent below 1936. 


Used car volume exceeded that 
of 1939 by 18.1 percent, and 1938 
by 31.5 percent; was  approxi- 
mately equal to the 1937 first 
quarter volume, and showed a 28.1 
percent increase over 1936. 

In the matter of wholesale vol- 
ume, the increases amounted to 
38.3 percent this year over 1939; 
140 percent over 1938; 21.4 percent 
= 1937, and 47.6 percent over 


Committee Standardizes 


Sizes of Farm Tires 
NEW YORK.—Manufacturers of 
tires have reached an agreement 
with the farm tractor and imple- 
ment industries for increased 
standardization of tire sizes. Rub- 
ber Manufacturers Assn. announced 
last week that the number of 
sizes required by tractor makers 
had been cut to 128, from 214, and 
sizes required by implement mak- 
ers to 73, from 118. 

A committee which has _ been 
working on the uniformity prob- 
lem for several months will con- 
tinue to function, seeking to sim- 
plify farm size tires further, for 
reducing manufacturing costs and 
improving distribution. 


Motor Industry Feels 


Pinch on Diamonds 
PONTIAC. — Wartime restric- 
tions have been placed on in- 
dustrial diamonds used in auto- 
mobile boring and metal finish- 
ing operations, it is reported by 
Pontiac’s purchasing depart- 
ment which buys nearly a pound 
of diamonds a year. 


Yellow, white and gray in- 


dustrial diamonds used by Pon- 


tiac are produced in quantity 
only in Britain’s South African 
diamond fields. From there they 
are parcelled out to diamond 
brokers by a British diamond 
syndicate. Because of the war 
the stones now must be flown 
to the United States by Clipper 
plane. Agents here now are 
licensed by the syndicate and 
their sales closely supervised to 
prevent the diamonds being re- 
routed into the hands of enemy 
industry. 
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Wall Street Eyes 


Car, Truck Shares Lower, 


But Tires Show Upswing 


Special to Automotive News 
NEW YORK.—Wall Street last 










- STOCK PRICE AVERAGES 


week turned much of its attention Previous Latest Year 
; Week Week Change Ago 

to the national defense program | 94 motors ........... 27.41 27.14 —0.27 28.56 
and kept a close eye out for the | 10 car-truck co.’s ... 28.93 2843 —050 29.90 
part to be played by the automo- | !0 parts-access. ..... 21.35 22.15 40.80 21.64 
4tire-rubbers ...... 14.58 15.00 +0.42 22.25 








a EE 


tive industry. 

Although most of the headlines 
went to the aircraft phase and its 
possibilities, close observers of the 
situation and its implications are 
convinced that, aside from how the 
automotive industry participates in 
the aviation preparedness, it will 


that financial quarters believe the 
automobile industry will not have 
an important part in the aircraft 
program. On the contrary, they are 
convinced that, only with the aid 
of automotive parts companies in 
the manufacture of parts, will the 





have a large task in the motoriza- 
Many 
believe the $89,000,000 mentioned as 
the initial expenditure in this di- 
rection will be only the beginning 
of a much larger outlay over the 


tion of the ground forces. 


coming years. 


This does not mean, however, 





Barriers 


(Continued from Page 1) 


tucky presents a bottle-neck be- 
tween the North and South with 
an 18,000 pound gross weight limit 
Northern neigh- 


for trucks. Her 
bor, Illinois, permits 72,000 pounds; 
her Southern neighbor, Tennessee, 
24,000 pounds. 


“Some states maintain that heavy 


truck loads will ruin their paved 


roads. Yet one state with such a 


restriction makes no limit on the 


weight of a passenger bus over 


the same roads. 

“It is imperative if this nation 
is to use our highways to move 
loads of necessities and supplies 
rapidly and with dispatch, 
there must be uniformity in build- 
ing and uniformity in rules of the 
road. 

“Today there are 48,492 com- 
munities in this nation served 
only by motor vehicles. These 
towns and hamlets are vital to 
American life, for they represent 
a population of 7,844,509 as 
many people as is in the entire 
state of Illinois, and two and 
one-half times the whole popula- 
tion of Norway. 

“These miles of highways which 
connect our farms and factories, 
pass through our villages and 
cities, crossing state lines on the 
way to markets, must be kept open 
free from barriers for the com- 
merce of this nation. It is essential 
to our national unity.” 


Blume Named Head 


By Brakeblok Div. 
NEW YORK.—Board of directors 
of the American Brake Shoe and 
Foundry Co. has appointed W. A. 
Blume president of the American 
Brakeblok division. Blume has been 
connected with the Brake Shoe 
company since 1915, and conducted 
the company’s early experiments 
on automotive brake lining. 
Since 1926 Blume has been vice- 
president in charge of production 
and engineering of the brake lin- 
ing business, which was first 


operated under the name of Amer- 
ican Brake Materials Corp. and 
now as American Brakeblok divi- 
sion of the parent Brake Shoe Co. 







that 





government be able to achieve its 
aviation defense aims. : 

There is, of course, much con- 
fusion as to the probable state of 
the automotive industry’s foreign 
markets after the war. There is 
little attempt to appraise this out- 
look beyond the general convic- 
tion that on the basis of mass pro- 
duction alone the American in- 
dustry should be able to hold its 
own. 

The stock markets’ continued 
last week to be irregular. Car and 
truck company shares were lower, 
on the average, in the latest week 
covered by the AUTOMOTIVE NEws 
compilation, but parts and acces- 
sory and tire and rubber stocks 
were up somewhat. There was no 
heavy selling in any group, and 
when the market rallied the motor 
shares as a group were quite 
heavily bought. 


GM’s Dividends 
From Divisions 


Hits $29,022,073 


NEW YORK. — General Motors 
Corp. received $29,022,073 in divi- 
dends from subsidiaries and affili- 
ated companies in 1939, a report 
to the Securities and Exchange 
Commission disclosed last week. 
Net profit from sales in the year 
amounted to $222,262,857. 

Following table shows the 
amounts received by the parent 
company from subsidiaries and 
affiliates and its equity in their 


earnings last year: 


Dividends Equity in 


Received, Earnings 
*Dealerships ......+-++-+ $ 1,231,000 $ 998,341 
Gen. Exch. Ins. Corp. .. 3,500,000 4,481,554 
Gen. Motors Accept. Corp. 10,000,000 10,144,964 
Vauxhall Motors, Ltd. .. 1,099,292 1,201,717 
Yellow Truck & Coach .. 1,451,800 2,085,553 
Ethyl Gasoline Corp. ... 8,500,000 9,201,999 
Other investments ....... 3,239,977 not 
applicable 


*More than 50 percent owned. 


Goodrich to Conduct 
Camera Contest at Fair 


NEW YORK.—A special “shoot- 
ing gallery,” in which candid 
camera fans can compete for 
weekly cash prizes and a grand 
season award, is being built in the 
stands of the Goodrich thrill arena 
at the New York World’s Fair, it 
is announced by Franklin J. Rees, 
resident manager of the exhibit. 


Production Doubled 


PHILADELPHIA.—A recent increase 
in the size and equipment of Snyder, 
Inc., manufacturer of automobile aeri- 
als and grille guards, has resulted in 
doubled production. 





SAFETY BLOCKS made of Dowmetal, said to be industry’s lightest structural 


metal, 
among machine operators, 


for sheet metal forming presses are meeting with 
it is reported. 


J increasing favor 
In addition to their light weight, 


they provide an additional safety precaution in die openings of sheet metal 


forming presses while men work on the dies. 


Production of these’ safety 


blocks has been standardized and they are now manufactured in three sizes 


of extruded shapes. 


FARM BOYS’ 


—" on. In driving 1,222,000 miles, 
as 
make the best truck drivers. 








CHAMPION. Capt. Scavarda 
presents champion safe driver certificate to’ 
Harold J. Jones, director of safety and 
1 I Smithwick has 
never driven anything but Dodge trucks. He believes boys from the farm 
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Motors’ Role in Defense Program 


patent UI Cay, 
2 Pepe he M0. Sees 


He Rat Themis grimy. 


gs 


of Michigan State Police, center, 
Edward Smithwick, right, while 
ersonnel, Automobile Shippers, Inc., 
never had an accident and 





Pa. Inspection Clinics Hailed 
By Klugh as Successful 


Special to Automotive News 
HARRISBURG, Pa.— (UTPS). — 
The 47 meetings and clinics 
just completed throughout the state 
sponsored by the revenue depart- 
ment with the co-operation of the 
Pennsylvania Automotive Assn., lo- 
cal associations and_ interested 
groups, and the Pennsylvania mo- 
tor police, are considered a success 
by C. S. Klugh, manager of PAA. 
“The meetings were held for the 
purpose of raising the standard of 
motor vehicle equipment inspec- 
tions, and to acquaint station oper- 
ators and employes engaged in in- 
specting motor vehicles with the 


| 
| 
| 





rules and regulations governing in- | 


spections,” Klugh explained. 
“We feel that the campaign was 


Contends $25 Fee 
On Imported Cars 
Is Aid to Dealers 


Special to Automotive News 

CHICAGO.—Ammunition for the 
fight to retain the $25 investigation 
fee on new cars purchased by 
Illinois owners outside the state, 
has just been furnished by the 
Chicago Automobile Trade Assn. 
The fee, a part of the Illinois 
motor vehicle law, has been de- 
clared unconstitutional by 
a Springfield judge, whose ruling 
is being appealed to the higher 
courts. 

The $25 charge covers investiga- 
tion of the certificate of title. It 
is aimed particularly at buyers 
who attempt to avoid the Illinois 
retailers’ occupation sales tax. 

In an analysis just completed, 
CATA shows that the investigation 
fee has proved effective in protect- 
ing Cook county dealers against 
unfair competition by curtailing 
the number of “imported cars.” 
Since the law became operative 
late last summer, it is disclosed, 
the percentage of cars sold by 
non-Illinois dealers to residents of 
the Chicago area, by comparison 
with total registrations, has drop- 
ped sharply. Dealers in other coun- 
ties of the state have likewise 
benefitted from the fee, it is said. 


Before the law went into effect, | ; 1 
“importations” were as high as 6.2| report, favoring a substantial re- 
| duction, was necessary if the move 


percent for new and current year 
used cars and 4.4 percent for new 
cars alone in relation to _ total 
registrations. 

The ratio decreased to 1 percent 
last October, and has never been 
higher than 2.4 percent since, the 
month in question being January. 
The 2.4 percent figure applied to 
new and current year used cars. 
The peak for new cars alone, 
reached in the same month, was 
2 percent. 

A detailed report just issued for 
March reveals that out-of-state 
sales accounted for only 1.4 percent 
of registrations in the case of new 
and current year used cars and 1.2 
percent for new cars alone. 

Total “importations”’ from other 
states, led by Indiana, Wisconsin, 
Michigan and Ohio, were 168 units, 
while 274 more cars were sold to 
Cook county residents by out-of- 
county Illinois dealers. 





|report was unanimously 


the best in recent years, and it is 
our hope that the May-June-July 
campaign will be the ‘best ever.’ 


“More than 1,700 stations were 
cancelled and suspended since Sept. 
1, 1939, the date the Pennsylvania 
motor police took over the super- 
vision of stations and enforcement 
of the law. PAA suggested the for- 
mation of advisory committees in 
each county to co-operate with the 
motor police. These committees are 
of great assistance to the enforce- 
ment officers.” 


The dealer association is co- 
operating with Col. C. M. Wilhelm, 
deputy police commissioner, in 
preparing a booklet listing ques- 
tions asked at the clinics and giv- 
ing the official answers, which will 
be distributed to all inspection 
station operators and employes. 


“With few exceptions,” Klugh 
said, “we found that our educa- 
tional program was very welcome, 
because station operators, and par- 
ticularly their mechanics handling 
inspections, are ‘starving’ for 
definite information and _ instruc- 
tions. A thorough knowledge of 
headlight testing, brake adjusting, 
etc., was woefully lacking.” 


Ala. Wholesalers 
Meet in Florida 


PANAMA CITY, Fla.—The Auto- 
motive Wholesalers’ Assn. of Ala- 
bama held a three-day convention 
here on May 17-18-19, combining 
business, deep sea fishing, swim- 
ming and other sports. 

The business session which was 
held on Saturday morning, May 18, 
was confined to a brief report by 
President Lee W. Meriwether, of 
Genuine Auto Parts, Montgomery, 
and a brief outline of new Wage- 
Hour developments and the pos- 
sibility of a reduction in Unem- 
ployment Compensation taxes by 
the state legislature which con- 
venes in June by Executive Sec- 
retary W. R. Sims. It was pointed 
out by Sims that immediate co- 
operative action by the member- 
ship in contacting their respective 
legislators, urging their support of 
the governor’s special committee 


was to be successful. A resolution 
favoring the special committee’s 
adopted 
by the session. 

Three new members were an- 
nounced as follows: Julius H. Mc- 


Minn, McMinn Auto Parts Co., 
Cullman, Ala.; W. Robert Sears, 
Alabama Auto Trimming  Co., 


| Birmingham, Ala., and J. E. Harri- 


son, Ensley Auto Parts Co., Ensley, 
Ala. 

The regular annual 
session will be held at the Jef- 
ferson Davis Hotel, Montgomery | 
on Aug. 24, at which time officers | 
will be elected for the ensuing | 
year. 


WPA Open House 


DETROIT. — Approximately 550,000 | 
persons visited the Michigan WPA 
projects during the WPA-Sponsors | 
Open House Week last week. ! 


convention 


Financial 


Seattle Car Sales 
Hit by Strikes, 
War, Stock Jitter 


SEATTLE. — Local car busines 
is adversely affected by thre 
current developments. The uncer. 
tainty over local labor condition 
the European war and stock mar 
ket prices dipping are the thre 
factors that have slowed up ne 
car buying in this territory. 

According to Richard P. Lewi 
president of the Seattle Autome 
bile Dealers Assn., the used cz 
market has also slowed up. Th 
first 10 days of this month we 
classed as good. Since then use 
cars have not been moving. Wit 
the outing season at hand, thi 
situation is unusual. 

One effect of slackening of bus: 
ness has been a tendency to so 
dealers on wild trading. Th 
danger of a sudden ending of t 
war, finding dealers with too lar 
inventories and buying bein; 
slowed by the possibility of a Ger 
man victory presents a_ possibl 
catastrophe to dealers that a 
over-stocked. 

The uncertainty of labor cor 
ditions is probably having th 
greatest adverse effect. The sales 
man’s union has been on strike ¢ 
one dealership, that of Wm. ( 
McKay Co., the past two week: 
with the threat of spreading. 

Negotiations are in progress, bu 
they have hit a snag. 


consisting of Monsignor Ryan, ! 
J. Rohan and E. B. Fish has ap 
parently handed down two dif 
ferent awards. 

This action by the board is t 
basis of a court action institut 
by the automobile dealers agains 
the union. 

The contract between the deal 
ers and the union expired Apr. | 
1940. The dealer association under 
stood that the labor board rendereé 
a valid award on the matter Apr 
30, and accepted it. The unio 
claims that a different award wai 
made by the same board on Ma 
2, 1940, and it is attempting to en 
force the terms of that award. 

This has brought about a dead 
lock, and in order to break it, th 
dealers have taken the controvers} 
into court. The dealers are will 
ing to abide by the court d 
cision regardless of which awari 
is declared the legal one. 

In the labor front there is als’ 
negotiation under way with thi 
mechanics union, which is askin; 
for radical increase in pay. 

Records show that King count) 
(Seattle) new car sales durin 
April were 1,473 this year com 
pared to 1,073 a year ago. Chev: 
rolet was the leader with 388 ou! 
of this total. Ford, Plymouth 
Dodge and Buick followed in or 
der named. 





program, designed to aid in th 
training of apprentices and to hel! 
the experienced operators of thi 
country’s 55,000 turret lathes im: 
prove their skill, is announced b! 
Warner & Swasey Co., machine 
tool builders. 

Organization of a “Turret Lathe 
Operators Service Bureau” estab: 
lished to carry out the program 
was explained by Clifford S. Stil- 


well, executive vice-president of 
the company. 





New rooms and baths, 
new furnishings 
Everything for your 
comfort. Delicious 
meals at popular prices 
Old England”’ tap 

room. 

Rates 
HWE Single, $2.50 to $3.50: 
tS to uble, $4.00 t 
. $7.00; parlor suites 

$6.00 up. 

Write for free AAA 
road map and_ folde 
containing handy _ 
of downtown Buffale 


= _—s 2 
James C. Miner, Mor. 


140 North St. 
near Delaware 





BUFFALONY. 
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"Wow-what a flock of them !” 


LveRvONE is aware that there are an awful lot 
| of stars spangling the skies. 

But to make a man’s eyes really pop—just give 
him a look through a telescope which reveals the 
myriads of stars there are beyond range of:the 
naked eye. 


Scientific method has a way of opening eyes in 
many fields. LIFE’s Continuing Study of Maga- 
zine Audiences, for instance, has opened plenty 
... by revealing for the first time the true total 
number of people who each week get inside of 
America’s four largest weekly magazines—Col- 


lier’s, Liberty, LIFE, and the Saturday Evening 
Post. 


Number is a Big Surprise—Value, Bigger 


Everyone had realized that there were a lot more 
teaders than buyers of these magazines. But 
what whacking big news for the business world it 
Was to learn from the Study: 


® That the audience reached each week by 
the four largest weeklies actually totals 
41,700,000 different people—by LIFE alone, 
19,900,000; 
Se 


® That 87.9% of the four largest weeklies’ 
audience (and 91.1% of LIFE’s) is in those 
€Conomic groups which constitute the na- 


tion’s active, effective purchasers; 


@ That, all in all, in this huge weekly audi- 
ence is found a major part of the entire market 
for advertised goods! 


Thus, the true total influence of the four largest 
weeklies is at last clearly understood! By thought- 
ful examination of the Study, that influence now 
can be accurately assayed in practical, workable 
terms. A truly remarkable and stimulating con- 
tribution to advertising knowledge! 


A Storehouse of Significant Information 
The Study’s facts are numerous—its implications 


innumerable. If you haven’t yet found the time to 
dig out some of them, we are certain you will find 
it to your advantage to explore your copy of the 
Study for twenty minutes or half an hour. You 
soon will see how it can help to make more effective 
and economical disposition of advertising dollars. 
You quickly will realize how it can help to make 
your advertising a still more efficient instrument 
of distribution. 

In addition, by skilful interpretation of the 
Study’s revelations, you can uncover a wealth of 
supplementary values. New and ingenious devices 
to employ in advertising, sales convention work, 
merchandising, selling, dealer promotion. 


For complete Study figures, simply write or tele- 


phone LIFE (CIrcle 5-4400) Time & Life Building 
—Rockefeller Plaza—New York City. 


From the Latest Report 


Scientifically established and analyzed by the 
most successful modern research methods, the 
figures of the Continuing Study show accurately 
to how great an extent the audience of the four 
largest weekly magazines exceeds the number who 
buy them. Latest findings, for instance... 


Magazine 
COLLIER’S . 
LIBERTY ... 2,501,905 


ENE o oo 0 cw ew « ROBES - - 19,900,000 
SATEVEPOST .. . 3,129,168 13,200,000 
*A BCStatement—6 MonthsEnding Dec., 1939, net paidexcludinzbu!t. 


Circulation* 


2,776,621 os 


Audience 
15,800,000 
14,000,000 
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Legislation 





State Supreme Cou 


Suits by Two Retailers 
Are Nullified by Decision 


Special to Automotive News 

ST. PAUL, Minn. — Minnesota’s 
Unfair Practices Act, which covers 
all automotive retailing in Minne- 
sota, has been declared constitu- 
tional in a decision just handed 
down by the Minnesota state su- 
preme court. 

Another law, similar in nature, 
was passed by the state legisla- 
ture in 1937 but in the fall of the 
same year a three-judge federal 
court held that certain sections of 
the law were unconstitutional. Im- 
mediately, retail business men of 
Minnesota, through their trade as- 
sociations, went to work on cor- 
recting the invalidated sections 
with the result that the 1939 legis- 
lature passed the amended law 
which has now been held con- 
stitutional. 

Two retailers, one at Duluth and 
one in St. Paul, brought court ac- 
tion on the grounds that the legis- 
lature has no constitutional power 
to regulate prices in retail trade 
and that the law was unreasonable 
and arbitrary in operation and 
that, as a result of price regula- 
tion, competition was destroyed. 

The case at Duluth was dis- 
missed by Judge C. R. Magney, of 
St. Louis county district court, and 
was appealed. In the St. Paul case 
of an action brought by one retail- 
er against another retailer, Judge 
Albin S. Pearson of Ramsey 
county district court certified the 
case to the Minnesota state su- 
preme court after declaring the 
question was “important and 
doubtful.” 

The opinion of Justice Royal A. 






Vermont Carries 
Gospel of Safety 
To All Sections 


RUTLAND, Vt.—(UTPS).— This 
Green Mountain state has a new 
idea for a highway safety cam- 
paign. 

During May, officials of the 
governor’s highway safety council 
and the state motor vehicle de- 
partment, which are _ sponsoring 
the drive, are touring the entire 
state with a small fleet of auto- 
mobiles to distribute literature, de- 
liver radio addresses and present 
school programs stressing care- 
fulness in automobile travel. 

Officials declare that before the 
month is over, they will have 
visited more than 200 of Vermont’s 
246 townships in an effort to make 
a marked reduction in the 243 
road accidents which occurred in 
the state during May of 1939. 
Wilfred J. Perry of Rutland, who 
planned the campaign, is confident 
of attaining statewide conscious- 
ness of the value of care in operat- 
ing automobiles and trucks. 

Besides the touring officials, 
there will also be safety campaign 
speeches by Gov. George D. Aiken 
and Judge H. William Scott of 
Barre. 


Named to Board 


MILWAUKEE. — Henry Vogt, vice- 
Eeomcent, Cutler-Hammer, 

alter Dunlap, president, Klau-Van 
Pietersom-Dunlap Associates, Inc., have 
been elected to the board of directors 
of Globe-Union, Inc., succeeding the 
late Clifford Stevens and _ the 
Howard Kroehl. 






Stone of the Minnesota state su- 
preme court in excerpt form, fol- 
lows: 


“This law purposes protection of 
retail trade against defined and 
detrimental practices. Its method 
is to prohibit sales below cost 
when designed to injure, or in 
fact resulting in injury to, com- 
petition therein. 


“Long has it been thought that 
a chief interest of government is 
freedom of trade. So government 
has long protected it, not only 
from the restraint of monopoly, 
but also the lesser hindrance of 
contracts in restraint of trade. In 
such a policy is reflected centuries 
of experience resulting in the con- 
clusion that in the interests of so- 
ciety competition should be un- 
restrained. 


“It is apparent that the legis- 
lature has determined that unre- 
stricted competition has resulted 
in damage to the public interest. 
Hence, the restrictions, imposed 
because in the judgment of the 
lawmakers they would protect pub- 
lic welfare. 


“The measure is definitely de- 
signed to protect the weak against 
the strong. The independent mer- 
chant, small or large, is a legiti- 
mate object of legislative solici- 
tude. It cannot be otherwise in 
view of his contribution to the 
building of, and his present place 
in, our economic structure. 


“The legislature is attempting to 
protect retailers and the public 
from unfair trade practices. It is 
not for us to deny its conclusion 
of fact that sales below cost are 
harmful and constitute a _ trade 
practice so unfair and injurious as 
to require legislative attention. 


“The retailer is to base his price 
on the lower of two possible costs 
—actual or replacement. In that 
there is nothing arbitrary or un- 
reasonable. Nor is it unreasonable 
to make the manufacturer’s cur- 
rent, published list price and dis- 
counts prima facie evidence of 
cost. They will usually represent 
actual cost. Furthermore, it would 
be difficult for the aggrieved party 
to show actual cost, whereas the 
party charged with violation has 
the proof and can easily produce 
it. 

“The act exempts from its opera- 
tion many sales, e.g., sales for pur- 
pose of discontinuing trade, sales 
of style, perishable, or deteriorated 
goods, which might not be within 
its scope anyway because lacking 
the intent or effect necessary to 
constitute a violation. Also exempt 
are: Sales: ‘In an endeavor made 
in good faith to meet the local 
prices of a competitor as herein 
defined selling the same com- 
modity, articles, goods, wares, or 
merchandise in the same locality 
or trade area. 


“Mere difficulty of application in 
the processes of litigation is not 
enough to enable a court to say 
that a statute is unconstitutional. 
On this point the statute is definite 
and certain, enough so, anyway, to 
fend off the present attack so far 
as it proceeds on the supposition 


Inc., and | that it is otherwise.” 


Automotive News’ Almanac, published 
once a year, is considered THE refer- 


late | ence book wherever automotive infor- 


mation is desired. 
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NATIONAL OFFICERS of American Automobile Assn. got together to com- 
pare notes on the 1940 World’s Fair recently when they were guests of Ford 
Motor Co. at the Ford exposition. They are standing here on the terrace of 


the executive lounge at the 
Buffalo, vice-chairman of the AAA; J. 


Ford exposition. 
Russell Lloyd, Columbus, O., member | 
of National Touring Board of AAA; Elmer Jenkins, Washington, manager of | 


Left to right, Dai Lewis, of 


National Touring Board; Russell Singer, Washington, general manager of AAA, 
and R. B. Maxwell of Harrisburg, Pa., member of National Touring Board. 











RACER OF YESTERYEAR. First 


ress 
the Golden Gate International Exposition, 


in San Francisco under the direction 


8 
wee 


review of Treasure Island site of 
910 edition, was staged last week 
of Clem Powell, manager of the Ford 


exhibit there. Picture shows newspapermen grouped around famous Ford 999, 


in which Barney Oldfield set_new world speed records in the early days for 
right, Frank Lyman, “San Francisco Examiner”; Jac 
ublicity director for exposition; C. R. Mullan, manager of Richmond 
ord Motor Co.; Lou Peluso of ‘‘L’Italia’’; Bill Cannon, ‘San Francisco 


Henry Ford. Left to 
James, 
branch, 


News”’; Jack Schwer, assistant branch manager, Ford Motor Co., Richmond; 


Tom 


seat); Clem Powell, 


cCabe, “Oakland Tribune’’; Bud Nelson, ‘‘Call-Bulletin” (in the driver's 
manager of Ford exhibit 


on Treasure Island; Forrest 


Predmore, ‘“‘Oakland Enquirer,’’; Leon J. Pinkson, ‘“‘San Francisco Chronicle.” 
<i ei iho eens amnesia natn 


Mercury Economy Tests 
Show 20.83 Miles Per Gallon 


DETROIT. — Final results of a 
series of nationwide economy runs, 
announced by the Ford Motor Co., 
show that an average gasoline 
mileage of 20.83 miles per gallon 
was established by a group of 34 
Mercury cars in tours equal to a 
distance of more than four times 
around the world at the equator. 

The tests were conducted 
throughout the United States, and 
the cars negotiated a total of 112,- 
206 miles over every kind of road, 
encountering weather that included 
everything from snow, ice, mud 


Used Car Stocks 
Drop in Chicago 
But Stull Top °39 


CHICAGO. — Although used car 
stocks of 247 reporting Cook county 
dealers dropped from a 40.5-day 
supply Apr. 1 to 38.6 days May 1, 
they still were higher than on May 
1 of last year, when they stood at 
36 days. 

Releasing this comparison, Chi- 
cago Automobile Trade Assn. 
pointed out that inventories are 
still “considerably above normal.” 
The report also makes known that 
the Mar. 1 supply was 46.6 days 
and on Feb. 1 it stood at 52 days. 
Thus, there has been an unbroken 
decline for four months in a row. 

Participating dealers sold 10,507 
used cars during April, and their 
stocks on hand amounted to 13,544 
units on May 1. A breakdown by 
age of cars on hand revealed the 


following: 
iw 1,1940 May 1, 1939 
u 


Models pply Supply 
1 year old....44days 52 days 
2 years old....55 days 51 days 
3 years old....49days 43 days 
4 years old....42 days 32 days 
5 years old....36 days 29 days 
6 years old....33 days 32 days 
7 years old....25 days 32 days 
8 years old....28 days 21 days 
9 years old....17 days 19 days 


The comparison with the Apr. 1 
figures shows that on May 1 there 
was a decline in 1931, 1933, 1936, 
1937 and 1939 models, and an in- 
crease in the supply of 1932, 1935, 
and 1938 models, with no change 
in the case of the 1934 models. 

“The manner in which you 
handle your used car inventories 
now is especially important in de- 
termining which color ink you will 


use in the fall,” concludes the 
CATA bulletin accompanying the 
report. 

CATA Adds 4 More 

CHICAGO.—Maintaining its roster at 
peak proportions, Chicago Automobile 
Trade Assn. announces the addition 
of four more members. They are: 
Harry H. Knaack Motor Sales (Buick), 
Arlington Heights; Mid-State Motors, 
Inc. (Dodge-Plymouth), Chicago; Prey- 
nor-McKeown Motor Sales Co. (Chrys- 
ler-Plymouth), Chicago, and Schauble 


Bros. and Collins (Buick), Barrington. 


and rain to bright sunshine. Traf- 
fic conditions varied from snail’s- 
pace, big city traffic jams to the 
freedom of open roads. 

During these runs, the cars 
visited 2,456 different centers rang- 
ing from small rural communities 
to the largest cities. A total of 
1,498 governors, mayors and public 
officials affixed their signatures to 
the official log books in which 
episodes of each trip were re- 
corded. 


Purpose of the test runs was 
to determine the operating effi- 
ciency of the car under widely 
varying road, weather and traffic 
conditions. One car from each of 
the 34 Ford branches was driven 
over a route embracing the terri- 
tory served by that particular 
branch. 

In every case fuel consumption 
was checked by an observer who 
carried the key to the gasoline 
tank, and carefully recorded each 
refueling. These records show that 
most of the Mercury cars aver- 
aged somewhat better than 20 miles 
per gallon, the over-all average 
being 20.83 miles. 


Walker to Take Over 
Larger Detroit Offices 


DETROIT. — Announcement that 
a sharp increase in the demand of 
manufacturers for product styling 
has necessitated his moving his 
organization into larger quarters 
has been made by George W. Wal- 
ker, Detroit industrial designer. The 
new offices and design rooms are 
in the New Center Building. 


Walker, who designs the Nash 
lines of motor cars as well as 
many of the bumpers, door and 
window levers and other hardware 
used in the automobile industry, 
said the demand for product, pack- 
age and showroom styling is more 
than 100 percent greater than it 
| was a year ago. 
Taggart Moves Up 

CANTON, O. — Officials of Timken 
Roller Bearing Co. announces appoint- 
ment of William Taggart as manager 
of tube sales. Taggart has been asso- 
ciated with Timken since June, 1928. 


| 


rt Upholds Minn. Fair Trade Act 





Knudsen 


(Continued from Page 2) 


shipyard at Morris Heights, N. J, 
working as a reamer at $1.75 a 
day on torpedo boats. He was next 
employed by the Gas Engine & 
Power Co., and the Erie Railroad 
as a shop hand. Then he_ joined 
the John R. Keim Mills in Buffalo, 
N. Y., maker of bicycle parts, 
where he was able to use his 
experience in Denmark as a bicycle 
mechanic to good advantage. 
This job paid the 23 - year-old 
Knudsen $10.50 a week, “with a 
chance to work up.” After con- 
| siderable shop experience, he was 
made factory manager of the Keim 


F | mills. In 1906, he became assistant 


| superintendent. The bicycle was 
beginning to lose out to the auto- 
mobile at this time, and the 
Keim plant had gone into the 
jobbing business, making as many 
automobile parts as possible. Knud- 


k}sen went to Detroit with the plant 


superintendent to see Henry Ford 
and they got a big parts order. 
The Keim mills concentrated on 
Ford parts until 1911, when the 
plant was merged with Ford Motor 
Co. Knudsen went to Detroit for 
a short time, then returned to 
Buffalo and started a Ford assem- 
bly plant there. 


In 1913, Knudsen entered the 
Ford plant in Detroit, and shortly 
afterward, was placed in charge 
of the company’s 27 assembly 
plants in the United States. Thor- 
oughly Americanized, he became 
a citizen in 1914. During the World 
War, he was in charge of Ford 
boat building activities. After the 
war, he was made production man- 
ager on the Model T Ford. 


In 1919, he installed three Euro- 
pean assembly plants for Ford. Two 
years later, he left Ford, joining 
the Ireland & Matthews Co., of 
Detroit, and served as _ president 
of this company for about a year. 
He left Ireland & Matthews in 
1922, joining GM in an advisory 
capacity. Soon afterward, he was 
made vice-president of Chevrolet 
in charge of operations. 


The year before he took charge 
of Chevrolet, the company had 


made 76,000 cars. In 1922, Knudsen’s }(aba, 


first year, Chevrolet made 240,000 
cars and trucks. The next year it 
made 480,000. On Jan. 15, 1924, he 
was elected president and general 
manager of Chevrolet and made 
vice-president and director of the 
General Motors Corp. 


In 1924, Chevrolet production 
dropped to 300,000 while the sales 
caught up, but in 1925, it was up 
again to 500,000. In 1926 it climbed 
to 750,000, and in 1927, Chevrolet 
made 1,180,000 cars and trucks. 


Knudsen was appointed executive 
vice-president of GM on Oct. 16, 
1933, and became a member of the 
executive committee. He was in 
charge of all car, truck, body and 
accessory operations before he was 
named president of General Motors 
in 1937. 


Knudsen first phrased the GM 
creed, which he has expressed as: 


“Quality first; cost second; clean 
places to work; no accidents; good 
wages; steady jobs; no discrimina- 
tion on account of age; and finally, 
the most important part of all — 
picking bright young men and 
training them for varied respon- 
sibilities in the organization to 
carry the burden when the rest of 
us must lay down our tools.” 





“Dealers Tell Me,’’ by William C. 
Callahan, is an open forum for the ex- 
pression of dealers’ opinions. It ap- 
pears weekly in Automotive News. 








HARVEY GIBSON, president of New York World’s Fair, and Mrs. Gibson 


shown at extreme right, were guests 
of the 1910 San Francisco Fair May 
General Motors building by Gardner 
exhibit, and J. W. Dineen, 


so 


of General Motors on the opening day 
25. They 
Cobb, 


were conducted through the 
left, resident manager of the 


director of General Motors sales section. 
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a | Project 

ext | Theodore F. MacManus, consid- 
& ered dean of automotive advertis- 


ing, has evolved a plan whereby 
all_ Catholic diocesan newspapers 


in United States would be united 
his |jn a Sunday publication of more 
cle |¢han 1,000,000 circulation. 


Proposed weekly would be de- 
yoted to news dissemination, 
with regular Sunday features, 
press association wire service, 
and would be edited according to 
rules of “normal religious human 
conduct.” 

As head of MacManus, Inc., Mac- 
Manus once administered a budget 
approaching quarter of a billion 
dollars and is credited with a 
major role in establishing the pro- 
motional tempo of the automobile 
industry. Retired, MacManus two 
years ago started to enlist national 
figures in the new project. 


Dealers 


Southern California Pontiac deal- 
ers are sponsoring a radio program 
which presents re-created major 


is producer of the above figurine which 
is used to illustrate the current Body 
by Fisher full-color advertising. This 
he jniniature model is the descendant of 
oe ee of beautiful girls immortal- 
ined oils, color photography and 
ww in reproductions of this tiny com- 
posite of the world’s most beautiful 
vomen. This little re picture will 
Sree in full color in a large list 

the May and June issues of national 
magazines. 








































league baseball games over KMPC, 
los Angeles. 


Through MacManus, John & 
Adams, handling Pontiac account, 
the dealers have contracted for 22 
weeks or to Sept. 27. The games, 
lay-by-play broadcasts of the day’s 
outstanding game in either the 
National or American league, are 
‘treated by Hal Berger. 


xm |Elected 

as: | Fred H. Pinkerton, sales pro- 
an j}Motion _Manager of mechanical 
pod }%0ds division, United States Rub- 


et Co., has been elected president 


lly, | Industrial Marketers of New 
— | "sey, a chapter of National In- 
ind tustrial Advertisers’ Assn., to suc- 
on- jd Richard Hayes, admegr. of 
to |konite Co, 
of , Other new officers are W. W. 
ne of W. W. King Advertising 
eed and Philip Barnes, of 
c. |"eston 








; IN 

_ et EREST IN HUMAN problems of industry brought together at a recent 
Lett - of a thousand Toledo foremen, these men to chat about men and jobs. 
ordinen Harry J. Baumker, president of Foremen’s Club of Toledo and | 
{otop Cotor at Macomber vocational high school; W. J. Cameron, of Ford 
Biggers, president of Libbey-Owens-Ford Glass Co. 





the 


the * to. 


®., and John D. 


the 4th Dimension 


| 
MacManus’ Weekly Project; 


AFA Speakers Set... 
By Pete Wemhoff 


Electrical Instrument| years he has been on Time staf 
“P. vice-presidents; C. V. Allen, in New England. 
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of John G. Dolph Co., treasurer; 
R. S. Bubb, of Lock Joint Pipe 
Co., secretary; Samuel Gold, of 
Lignum Vitae Corp.; Cuyler Stev- 
ens, of T. J. Maloney, Inc., and 
James Cawley, of McGraw-Hill 
Publishing Co., directors. 


Speakers 


Speakers scheduled to address 
the 36th annual convention of the 
Advertising Federation of America, 
June 23-27, at Hotel Sherman, Chi- 
cago, include Richard H. Grant, 
vice-president of General Motors 
Corp.; Harry G. Moock, vice-presi- 
dent of Plymouth Motor Corp.; 
Paul Hollister, executive vice-presi- 
dent of R. H. Macy & Co., Inc.; 
Col. Willard Chevalier, publisher of 
Business Week; General Hugh S. 
Johnson and Raymond Moley. 


Keynote address will be by Mason 
Britton, Federation board chairman 
and vice-chairman of McGraw-Hill 
Publishing Co. 


Named 


C. M. Vandeburg, director of 
publicity for Packard, has been 
appointed to the publicity com- 
mittees of the Automobile Manu- 
facturers Assn. and of the Na- 
tional Assn. of Manufacturers. 


Joins 


Dan Doody has joined sales staff 
of Bligh-Palmer & Co., public re- 
lations counselors, Chicago, and 
will be assigned to the presenta- 
tion and sale of Action, News Sell- 
ing, Linage and IT. Will hang his 
hat in the Chicago office. 


Doody has been engaged in pub- 
lishers’ rep business for over 23 
years. 


Named 


John Altmayer has been ap- 
pointed assistant sales manager of 
Ward Products Corp., Cleveland. 
He’s in charge of jobber sales and 
advertising. 


Previous connections were with 
Brush Development Co. as adver- 
tising manager and later account 
executive with G. M. Basford ad 
agency. 


Yardstick 


A proposed “Media Records” of 
radio advertising, and NAB parti- 
cipation in the convention of the 
Advertising Federation of America, 
to be held June 23-27 in Chicago, 
are among the matters discussed 
by the steering committee of the 
NAB Sales Managers’ division. 

Committee reiterated the need 
for an accurate yardstick to de- 
termine radio advertising activity 
and trends, especially in the na- 
tional spot and local fields. NAB’s 
research department has had such 
an index, in the form of a standard 
unit of measurement, under con- 
sideration for several months. The 
data would be made available to 
member stations and to interested 
agencies and advertisers. 


Appointed 


William P. Hamann has beea 
appointed New England manager 
for Fortune, with headquarters in 
Boston. For the past number cf 
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EVOLUTION of an outdoor board. Two ’teen-age 


their home town of Burlington, 
originals for Chevrolet’s June 
boards across the country for 


for exactly the type of boys desired, and when he found them 
subjects on an automobile seat in his studio. The poster was 


Vt., 
oster (inset), 
une. Stanley, right, scoured the countryside 





oungsters, recruited near 
by Artist rederic Stanley, are the 
which is going up on 15,000 


posed his 
esigned by 


Halsey Davidson, of Campbell-Ewald Co., Chevrolet advertising agency. 


200,000 Carrier Employes 
Put Under Wage-Hour Act 


Special to Automotive News 

WASHINGTON. — By the nar- 
rowest possible margin, the truck- 
ing industry last week lost its 
fight against application of the 
Wage-Hour Act to employes of 
truck and bus lines whose work 
does not directly affect safety of 
operation. A 5-to-4 decision of the 
U. S. supreme court made ap- 
proximately 200,000 motor carrier 
employes subject to the act. 

The ruling, in which New Deal 
justices concurred unanimously, 
reversed a district court opinion 
which held that the Interstate 
Commerce Commission was em- 
powered to fix hours of service for 
all common and contract motor 
carriers. Associate Justice Stanley 
Reed wrote the majority opinion 
and sustained the government’s 
contention that only those em- 
ployes concerned with safety come 
under ICC supervision. 

The case was brought by the 
American Trucking Assns. and 
five trucking companies. The high- 
est court held: 

“In the broad domain of social 
legislation a few problems are en- 
meshed with the difficulties that 
surround a determination of what 
qualifications an employe _§ shall 
have and how long his hours of 
work may be. Upon the proper ad- 
justments of these factors within 
an industry and in relation to 
competitive activities may well de- 
pend the economic success of the 
enterprises affected, as well as the 
employment and efficiency of the 
workers. It seems * * * that it was 
not intended by Congress to give 


the Interstate Commerce Commis- | 


sion power to regulate the quailifi- 


cations and hours of service of | 


employes other than those con- 
cerned with the safety of opera- 
tions.” 

In another decision, which is 
likely to affect labor relations in 
the automotive as well as other 
industries, the supreme court last 
week re-affirmed that labor unions 
are subject to federal anti-trust 
laws. It held unanimously that, 
notwithstanding the special treat- 
ment accorded unions by the Clay- 
ton Act, they do become subject 
to prosecution when they enter 
into combinations aimed at the 
restriction of competition or con- 
trol of markets and prices. 

The settlement of this issue 
ironically arrived while the high 
court was ruling that the CIO 
Hosiery Workers Union was not 
liable for damages to the Apex 
Hosiery Co. plant in Philadelphia 
during a sitdown strike in 1937. In 
reply to arguments that Congress 
intended to exempt labor unions 


|from the Sherman and other anti- 


trust laws, Associate Justice Har- 
lan F. Stone in the majority 
opinion stated: 

“To this the short answer must 
be made that for the 32 years 


| which have elapsed since the de- 


cision in the Loewe vs. Lawlor 
case this court in its efforts to 
determine the true meaning and 
application of the Sherman Act 
has repeatedly held that the words 
of the act * * * do embrace to 
some extent and in some circum- 





stances labor unions and _ their 
activities. * * *” 

The majority opinion held that 
labor unions become subject to 
these laws when their activities 
cease to be wage and working 
conditions activities and become 
attempts to control competition or 
prices in an industry. The dissent- 
ing opinion concurred in this view 
but disagreed with the majority 
opinion that the particular acts 
of the union in the Apex case 
were not of the type covered by 
the anti-trust laws. 


The Apex suit was based on 
contention that the sitdown strike 
violated the Sherman Act, and 
the trial court jury returned a 
verdict for $237,310 damages 
against the union, which was 
tripled under the law’s provisions. 
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met | Steel Operations 
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Continue Strong; 

° 
Buying Speeded 

YOUNGSTOWN, O. — A sixth 
Carnegie-Illinois Steel Corp. blast 
furnace went into blast during the 
past week, making 18 of 25 blast 
furnaces in the Youngstown dis- 
trict active. The 19th unit, a 
Shenango Furnace Co. stack, likely 
will start in about a week. Mahon- 
ing district operations are about 
57 percent with three Bessemers 
and 54 open hearths in production 
and some possibility of further 
gains before the end of the current 
week. 

Major operators in the district 
predict a probability that a steel 
shortage could easily occur by mid- 
summer if the war continues. Steel 
men observe that world events of 
the past two weeks have served 
to clear away much of the inde- 
cision, which was delaying pur- 
chases of steel and machinery, 
plant expansions and payroll addi- 
tions. Aircraft parts makers and 
machine tool operators in the dis- 
trict were quick to grasp the full 
significance of the task confront- 
ing this nation in seeking to 
re-arm. 

Automotive buying for June is 
under way, and large orders for 
semi-finished steel forging billets, 
sheet bars and skelp are reported. 

Operators also indicated that, 
while steel making was compar- 
able to that of last September, 
domestic demand was somewhat 
less than at the outbreak of hostil- 
ities abroad. 

Continued advance in _ tinplate 
production was foreseen. The sec- 
ond successive three-point advance 
last week brought output to 71 
percent. Increased activity also was 
noted in Great Lakes ore ship- 
ments, and prospects for freight 
ear building brightened. 


Service Course Set 


DETROIT. — The automobile radio 
serviceman was singled out for special 
training last week when Cadillac-La- 
Salle announced a 12-month course 
designed to keep key radio men in 
the dealer and distributor organiza- 
tion posted on continuing radio 
development. 


You can depend on HARRISON THERMOSTATS to 
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lg ue thing, there's no guesswork about the 
quality of the metal that goes into the bellows. 

ara y pound of it is processed in Harrison's own 
rolling mill, where gauge, temper and ee eT tia hoe 
ture are carefully controlled. 


This high standard of quality insures dependable 


performance. 


vib 


SO 


THERMOSTATS 


Harrison Radiator Division, General Motors Corporation, Lockport, New York 
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April Tire Replace 


Original Equipment Total 
Increases 33.4% Over 1939 


NEW YORK.—April shipments 
of automotive casings for replace- 
ment purposes showed an increase 
of 27.3 percent over March, accord- 


ing to Rubber Manufacturers 
Assn., Inc. Although there is a 
customary upward trend in re- 


placement sales at this time of 
the year, the percentage gain in 
April over March was larger in 
1940 than for any year since 1935. 

The April unit replacement ship- 
ments were also greater than for 


AAR Membership 
Reported Showing 
Steady Growth 


NEW YORK.— Membership of 
Automotive Affiliated Representa- 
tives has shown a steady growth 
since the annual meeting in Chi- 
cago last December, officers re- 
port. During the first four months 
of 1940 the growth in membership 
has been approximately 60 percent, 
and word from regional directors 
is that the roster will show at 
least a 100 percent increase by the 
time of the 1940 annual meeting 
next December. 


Credit for the growth is at- 
tributed largely to the success of 
most of the directors in holding 
regular meetings of members in 
the 11 regions into which the 
national organization has been di- 
vided. However, officers also point 
to the growing recognition of the 
group by manufacturers and 
wholesalers who have had an op- 
portunity to learn something about 
its objectives, as well as by manu- 
facturers’ representatives them- 
selves who have sensed the need 
for some means of identifying the 
established commission salesman 
operating under accepted distribu- 
tion standards. 


This is the first year that AAR 
has engaged in a program which 
attempts in various ways to in- 
form manufacturers, wholesalers 
and manufacturers’ representatives 
themselves of its aims and objec- 
tives which are, essentially, to es- 
tablish certain professional stand- 
ards that representatives should 
meet in order to earn the con- 
tinued confidence of both the sup- 
pliers, whose lines they sell, and 
the distributors to whom they sell. 


OPERATED HOTELS 
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J Columbus 
THE NEIL HOUSE 


Jn Cleveland 
HOTEL HOLLENDEN 


Jn Akron 


THE MAYFLOWER 
In Cotming, nh. y. 
BARON STEUBEN 
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In Jamestown, h. Y. 
THE JAMESTOWN 
and 


THE SAMUELS 


The hotels that check with every travel standard 





any April since 1932. Replacement 
shipments for April were 2,823,293 
units; for March 2,217,627 units, 
and for April, 1939, 2,795,293 units. 


Demands of automobile factories 
for tires for original equipment 
purposes resulted in shipments of 
2,095,220 units during April. This 
represents a 33.4 percent increase 
over April, 1939, when 1,571,190 
units were shipped and a rise of 
2.2 percent above March, 1940. 


Export shipments during April 
were 91,249 units; for March 77,- 
797 units; and for April, 1939, 
91,252 units. 


Reflecting the gains indicated in 
both replacement and original 
equipment, total shipments of cas- 
ings for April were 15.3 percent 
above March and 12.4 percent over 
April, 1939. 

Production for April was 5,105,- 
953 units, which compares with 
5,007,042 units for March and 
4,310,424 units for April, 1939. 


Automotive casings in the hands 
of manufacturers Apr. 30 were 
10,881,029 units. This compares 
with 10,747,370 units on hand Mar. 
31, and 9,812,695 units on hand 
Apr. 30, 1939. 


American Legion’s 
Safety Broadcasts 
Given CIT Award 


NEW YORK.—American Legion’s 
1939 traffic safety radio program, 
“Legion of Safety,” has won the 
national award of the CIT Safety 
Foundation, established in 1936 by 
CIT Corp. 

A bronze plaque was presented 
in Indianapolis by John W. 
Darr, vice-president of Com- 
mercial Investment Trust and one 
of the trustees of the CIT Safety 
Foundation, to the officials of the 
American Legion at their national 
headquarters. A meeting of the 
national Americanism Commission 
of the American Legion, which has 
been directly responsible for their 
traffic safety radio activities, was 
the occasion for the presentation 
of the plaque. 


“Legion of Safety” programs for 
1939 consisted of 12 special broad- 
casts presented monthly over 300 
American stations. This series of 
broadcasts form an important part 
of the American Legion’s traffic 
safety program, which was carried 
forward throughout the year 
through their more than _ 11,500 
posts all over the country. 


Committee of judges who chose 
Legion programs for the 1939 
award consisted of Dr. Miller Mc- 
Clintock, director of the bureau for 
street traffic research, Yale Uni- 
versity; Dr. O. H. Caldwell, editor 
of Radio and Television Today; and 
Edgar Kobak, former vice-presi- 
dent, National Broadcasting Co. 


To feel the pulse of the industry, 
consistent reading of Automotive News 
is a necessity. 


—_— 





FAMOUS RACING 


DRIVERS who have 
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ments Show Best Rise Since °35)) 





BECAUSE body and frame are 
new 
the 
line to the ma 
suspended sub-assembly 
The unit is then swung 
beyond its origin. 


a aoe 
mn car assembly 


an integral unit in the new Hollywo 
roduction methods had to be evolved in the manufacture of the ia 
plant. When the frame-and-body unit comes from the body 
line, it is first swung from an overhead or 
line for the attachment of axles and under parts. 
over to the main car assembly line at a point well 


Labor’s Friend 


Workers Say Ford Does More for Labor Than Lewis 


or Green, Fortune Survey Shows 


NEW YORK.—American work- 
ingmen believe Henry Ford has 
done more for labor than have 
John L. Lewis, William Green or 
Senator Wagner, according to a 
special Survey of Labor Opinion 
made by Fortune among all classi- 
fications of workers, both organ- 
ized and unorganized, throughout 
the country. 

Conducted by the same methods 
used in sampling public opinion as 
a whole, the survey, as revealed in 
the June issue of Fortune maga- 
zine, also discloses that: 

Labor as a whole thinks Lewis 

is more to blame than Green 
for the present conflict between 
AFL and CIO. 

2 Workers consider employers 

mostly fair as to hours, wages 
and working conditions, but less 
fair to employes when it comes to 
promotions. 

A strong majority, 56.6 percent, 

of all workers believe labor 


Goodwin Starts 
War in Mass. on 
Worn Out Tires 


BOSTON. — Frank A. Goodwin, 
registrar of motor vehicles, has 
ordered all his inspectors to go 
out on the roads and check the 
condition of tires. Any cars and 
trucks, on which the tires are 
worn down, will be halted and 
drivers told that they may not 
continue until the worn tires ar® 
replaced. 

Goodwin says reports show there 
are now too many accidents caused 
by blowouts by bad tires. These 
accidents will increase with hot 
weather and too much speed, so 
it is time to prevent such accidents, 
he states. 


Park for Employes 


ST. JOSEPH, Mich.—Auto Special- 
ties Mfg. Co. recently completed con- 
struction of a new baseball park. 
Known as Edgewater Park, the new 
sports plant is comprised of concrete 
grandstands and bleachers, parking 
lot, dressing rooms, etc., for the use 
of teams organized among the com- 
pany’s 1,400 employes. 





broken stock car records with 


Hudson cars were feted in Indianapolis last week at a luncheon given in 
Coma of Raul Riganti, South American speed king, by W. H. Schmelzel and 


J. W. LeTourneau, of 


Ace Motors, Inc., Hudson distributors for Indianapolis 


territory. Seated, left to right, Chet Miller, Riganti, Schmelzel and Al Miller. 


Standing, left to right, 
Aires newspaper; A. V. 
Treadwell, 
from pegeetne 
Chet Mil 

records at the wheel of a Hudson. 


Hudson regional manager, and LeTourneau. 
has won all his events with Hudson cars, and 
er and Buddy Marr have all broken hundreds of official stock car 


Carlos Munos, feature writer for ‘‘Critica,’’ Buenos 
Daval, interpreter for Riganti; Buddy Marr; C. W. 


who hails 


Riganti, 
Al Miller, 


unions should be kept out of poli- 
tics altogether, while only 11.4 per- 
cent favors formation of a national 
labor party by the unions. 
4 Only 29.1 percent of labor as a 
whole believes the principle of 
unionism is good, but another 30 
percent thinks unions are needed 
now to protect the workingman. 
Here is how labor opinion di- 
vided on the question: “Which of 
these people do you feel have been 
on the whole helpful to labor and 
which harmful?” 


Help- Harm- Don’t 
fu ful Know 
Henry Ford ..... 73.6% 12.3% 14.1% 
Senator Wagner . 51.8 5.6 42.6 
William Green ... 49.7 18.2 32.1 
Secretary of La- 
bor Perkins ... 43.4 19.4 37.2 
Alfred P. Sloan jr. 25.5 ai 66.8 
Sen. LaFollette .. 22.0 5.5 72.5 
Sen. Wheeler .... 19.1 3.2 tact 
John L. Lewis... 32.6 44.6 22.8 
Norman Thomas. 14.1 20.5 65.4 
Tom Girdler ..... 4.4 9.7 85.9 
Earl Browder .... 4.2 39 


A 56.4 

“Extraordinary is the fact that 
so many names that are promi- 
nently identified, pro and con, with 
labor in politics and labor in in- 
dustry should be so far on the 
fringe of the workingman’s con- 
sciousness as to evoke a ‘Don’t 
know’,” Fortune points out. “In- 
dustrialists Girdler and Sloan are 
there. So are Candidates Thomas 
and Browder, Progressives Wheel- 
er and LaFollette. 


Pines Winterfront Set 


To Liquidate Firm 
CHICAGO. — Directors of Pines 
Winterfront Co. announce that, be- 
cause of continuing operating 
losses and exhaustion of working 
capital, they have authorized the 
sale of the company’s equipment, 
inventory and goodwill to Piraco, 
Ine., a recently organized Illinois 
corporation. Proceeds of this sale 
will enable Pines to pay all of its 
debts except the mortgage obliga- 
tion. 

Stockholders will be requested 
to approve the transaction at the 
annual meeting June 18. The pros- 
pective purchaser has made tem- 
porary arrangements for continu- 
ing operations in the Pines plant 
while making preparation for 
possible consolidation with a metal 
fabricating company with which 
it has an affiliation. 


Used Car Ads Found 


97% Okay in Chicago 
CHICAGO. — Automobile division 
of the Chicago Better Business 
Bureau, supported financially by 
the Chicago Automobile Trade 
Assn., reports that used car adver- 
tising in this city is maintaining 
high standards of accuracy. 

In proof thereof, the bureau 
makes known that its shoppers 
investigated 179 such ads during 
April and found 173, or 97 percent, 
accurate. Shoppings for the first 
four months of this year totaled 


“1763. Added to these were 62 auto- 


mobile credit advertisements. 


Carter to Expand 


ST. LOUIS.—Receipt of a large war 


order has prompted Carter Carburetor | 


expand its. plant, and the 
company has applied to the city for 
a permit to erect a $250,000 building 
across the street from its present 
quarters. 
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New Car Sales 
e e 
Continue at High 
e 
Level in Canad, 
MONTREAL. — Automobile sale; 
are still holding at higher leve) GEN. | 
than 1939, but tapered off in} chev 
April from the tremendous expan.) guiel 
sion shown in the first thre} pont 
months of this year, it is indicate] jds1 
by latest figures. ; Cadi 
As compiled by Canadian Auto. CHRY! 
motive Trade, passenger car regis} pjym 
trations in Eastern Canada it} podg 
April gained 20 percent over th! Chry 
same month last year, a mor) peS 
moderate increase than the 43 per| poRD 
cent rise recorded in March ani] ford 
the higher gains in January ani Merc 
February. New passenger car reg) sine 
istrations (in Eastern Canada) STUDI 
latest models: PACK: 
April to Date HUDS' 
1910" 1939 1940 NASH 
Chevrolet 1,977 1,510 5,172 3,75) wHLLY 
BIOERO 66560500 ,710 1,388 4,819 3,2 
> piieteiebed 1605 11431 4/207 3'5| GRAH. 
Plymouth 1,399 1,272 4,016 2.8) BANT: 
Pontiac ....... 642 465 1,805 1,28 HUPM 
McL. Buick .. 515 371 1,387 9% MISCE 
Chrysler ....6 435 369 1,220 Sui 
Oldsmobile ... a one yr . 107 
MEY sssvee ’ u . 
Eatayete 290 290 674 6 *Revis 
i ee 9,332 7,766 25,405 18,93} Henne: 
The continued gain in domesti Intern: 
sales is keeping automobile pro} —_ 
duction in Canada at greater vol- Si 
ume than last year, despite ¢ 
marked drop in_ export sales one 


Official statistics on motor vehicles 
(passenger and commercial) pro 
duced in April show a gain of 
16 percent over April, 1939, ani 
the increase for the first fow 
months is 12 percent. However 
production for sales in Canada ros 
28 percent in April and is 3 
percent ahead for the first fow 
months, while production for ex 
port in the four-month period ha 
fallen about a third. 

Total output of 71,705 vehicles in} Chevro 
the four months for both domestit| Chrysl 
and export markets, while aheai} De Sot 
of 1938 and 1939, is almost 10,00} Dodge. 
units below the figure for the 
same period of 1937. 


‘Two-Coupe’ Model Sale: 


Show Rise in Popularity} \ldsm 

DETROIT.—Rise in popularity of Packa 
the so-called “two-coupe” is re| Plymot 
ported by D. E. Ahrens, general Pontia 
sales manager of Cadillac-LaSalle Studeb 
in an analysis of 1940 model sale: Willys 
for the first seven months. 

“Although every body type in ow 
LaSalle and Cadillac 62 lines show: 
an impressive increase over thi 
comparative 1939 period,’ Ahren: 
said, “the gains of the two-coupe: 
have been sensational.” 


division 
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TOOLS LAST 


LONGER WHEN STRONGEI 





The Baush Machine Tool Company y>>- 
Springfield, Massachusetts, is al 
important producer of heavy duty 
drilling, tapping, and boring ma- 

chines. Baush has earned an envi- 
able reputation for dependable andj —— 
long-lived machinery. This success 
may be credited to advanced] j—; 
engineering plus insistence upon 


strong, tough materials such 4S] Tota] 
are employed by automotive pro-| _for A) 
ducers using Baush equipment.| Total 
Gears, shafts, and other highly| ¢Da 


stressed elements in Baush ma- 
chines are made from SAE 3135 
Nickel - chromium steel, heat 
treated. Case hardened parts are 
made of 3%% Nickel steel. In 
addition to its line of hydraulically 
operated machine tools, Baush 
makes worm gear reducer drives 
in which the 34%% Nickel steel 
is utilized for worms. The worm 
wheels are cast in 
SAE 65 bronze 
containing Nickel. 


THE 
INTERNATIONAL 
NICKEL COMPANY 
INC. New York, N.Y. 








production-Re istrations 





AN’s Production Estimate 

















(U.S. and Canada) 
sh WEEKS ENDED JUNE 1, MAY 25 
> Jan.1 Jan.1 
1 da Week Same Week May to 
Ended Week Ended _ to June3 Junel 
sale; Junel 1939* May 25* Date  1939*  1940* 
level} GEN. MOTORS ........ 27,333 24,219 44,676 187,479 680,630 913,764 
ff in} Chevrolet? .....-..--- 16,200 14,750 26,968 113,395 409,160 549,728 
Xpan} Buick ..----+-sse see: 4,183 3,610 6,417 27,421 104,861 140,433 
thre} pontiac ..----++++++:> 3,300 2,939 5,592 23,263 77,174 108,482 
cate’) gidsmobile ......---- 3,000 = 2,170 4,856 §=19,788 971,275 +=: 97,210 
Cadillac-LaSalle ..... 650 750 843 3,612 18,160 17,911 
Auto. CHRYSLER .....-----: 14,272 1,030 19,494 83,314 $79,861 495,832 
regis} plymouth? .....------ 7,200 425 9,613 40,849 190,570 242,257 
a@ in} podget ..-.----+++++ 4,300 315 5,765 25,258 125,660 155,256 
r th! Chrysler ...---------- 1,550 160 2,514 10,179 35,316 56,593 
Mor} pe Soto .....----.++++ 1,222 130 = 1,602» 7,028 »=-28,315 41,726 
3 Per PORD ...-0-- secre eee 13,390 t 19,109 83,412 420,892 461,905 
1 and as Seaweed SSSA CEO SO8 11,720 t 16,906 173,181 365,442 400,697 
y ani} Mercury .--------+--- 1,300 t 1,721 7,800 42,860 46,881 
> reg. cael Zephyr ...... 370 t 482 2,431 12,590 14,327 
nada) sTUDEBAKER?+ reer T 2,016 2,136 2,456 10,446 48,009 53,294 
PACKARD ........---- 1,050 395 1,777 7,078 21,765 36,173 
car | HUDSON? ....--------- 1,200 975 1,650 6916 28,730 35,257 
i ixcxsss ss isxrese's 1,152 651-1548 6,456 © 84,295 30,035 
3,74] WILLYSt .......------ + t 929 3,422 «= 8,466 13,593 
3.2 GRAHAM ....-.-------- 42 t 91 567 2,497 = s«:1,276 
2's] BANTAMT ......------ t + $ $ 1,577 899 
1 % HUPMOBILE ......... 42 £ 25 96 770 96 
804 92) MISCELLANE EOUS; ... 3,780 3,400 6,360 26,635 128,291 153,242 
x TOTALT......-.e000% 64,277 32,806 98,115 415,821 1,750,783 2,195,366 
84 spevised. tIncludes trucks. tClosed. Miscellaneous includes Crosley, 


Henney, Autocar, Brockway, Diamond T, Divco, Federal, GMC, Indiana, 





18,9 
nesti:| International, Mack, Reo, Sterling, White, etc. 
pro- ; . 
c"'| Stedman Appointed | St. Louis Dealers 
sales} CHICAGO. = of _ ‘ 
hiclel F Steaman, 08, Sales mane ot | Worried as Used 


pro-| Mills, vice- -president in charge of sales 
in off of Bastian-Blessing Co. 


, and 


fow ant 

| Plant Activity 

A FOR Week Ended June 1 

gh OUTPUT UNITS WORKING 
r ex| Bantam .......--.-- eee eeeees closed 
d ha:| Buick....... drop; 4,183, three days 


Cad.-LaSalle..drop; 650, three days 
les in| Chevrolet...drop; 16,200, three days 


nestic| Chrysler..... drop; 1,550, three days 
aheai} De Soto...... drop; 1,222, three days 
10,00} Dodge....... drop; 4,300, three days 
the| Ford........ drop; 11,720, three days 
Graham........ drop; 42, three days 
Hudson...... drop; 1,200, three days 

sales Lincoln. ...... drop; 370, three days 
MR casaees drop; 1,152, three days 


rit} Oldsmobile. .drop; 3,000, three days 

















Car Stocks Mount 


ST. LOUIS.—After the beginning 
of what appeared destined to be 
one of the best sales seasons in 
new and used cars in several years, 
a general slump in sales set in 
about Apr. 15 and show no signs 
of abating, according to Joseph A. 
Schlecht, secretary - general man- 
ager of Greater St. Louis Automo- 
tive Assn., Inc. 

Schlecht said stocks of used cars 
in the local market are greater 
than during the same period in 
1939 and, although prices are be- 
low those asked last year during 
the same period, sales are ex- 
tremely sluggish. 


Holiday-Curtailed 
Week Cuts Total 
To 64,277 Units 


By Pete Wemhoff 
Associate Editor 


DETROIT. — Following the 
Memorial holiday, which clipped 


two days from last week’s opera- 
tions, automo- 

tive production 

Automotive News’ is expected to 

Production Estimate rebound sharp- 
110,000—| ly this week as 


plants resume 
their regular 
four- and five- 
day schedules. 
The past 
week’s output 
of cars and 
trucks totaled 
64,277 units, the 
total being dou- 
ble the 32,806 
units assembled 
in the compar- 
able period of 
1939. In the pre- 
vious week au- 
tomotive plants 
turned out 98,- 
115 cars and 
trucks. 
AUTOMOTIVE 
News estimates 
May’s total pro- 
duction of cars 
and trucks at 
415,821 units, 
which compares 
with 458,423 ve- 
hicles in April 
this year and 
with 313,248 
units in May, 
\o 1939. 
Gener&i“Aotors’ group total for 
the past Oweek dropped to 27,333 
cars and trucks from the previous 
week’s 44,676 units. In the com- 
parable period of last year GM 
divisions assembled 24,219 units. 
A total of 14,272 cars and trucks 
were turned out by Chrysler divi- 
sions last week. This compares 
with 19,494 vehicles in the previous 
week and with only 1,030 units in 
the corresponding period of last 
year. 


Ford production also dropped 
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Output Expected to Rebound Sharply This Week 





New Passenger Car Registrations 
Three Months, plus 48 States for April 











April April 1940 1989 Unit 
toDate Pos. 1940 Pos. 1939 Pos. Gain 
GOVTOINE iv cucicveses 81,551 1 282,295 1 202,234 Z 80,061 
EE se h:be-ei60 040d b eee 51,207 2 184,723 2 153,354 2 31,369 
PIVTAOUCH ccccscccsees 43,132 3 144,725 3 124,087 3 20,638 
PEE. senevcavervs.ous 26,562 4 91,278 4 67,909 4 23,369 
PMS. 664-060 cease 21,406 5 72,448 5 50,046 6 22,402 
OUR. c6i0s scrvensines 20,161 6 70,697 6 66,352 5 4,345 
GUUIOIO kev sivsves 18,878 7 63,432 7 46,285 7 17,147 
GCHEPRIOP vscsssssesves 10,063 8 33,587 R 23,680 8 9,907 
Studebaker .......... 8,955 9 31,587 9 17,563 11 14,024 
MEOEOULY  vissacaniares 8,050 10 28,231 10 18,960 9 9,271 
Ree ee 7,335 11 25,348 I1 15,664 13 9,684 
eee 6,838 12 23,728 12 13,621 14 10,107 
OGD. 664004 s00s0e0 6,821 13 23,382 18 17,388 12 5,994 
ERA ho weenie. sh e-958 5,530 14 18,742 14 18,217 10 525 
Cadillac-LaSalle ..... 3,302 15 11,533 15 11,766 15 233* 
BBOOEEE  i0.9:04.00084404 1,964 16 7,361 16 6,764 16 597 
WEE. 26ssssnnarevcse 1,924 17 7,155 17 3,762 17 3,393 
Sree eer re 112 18 197 18 1,443 18 1,246* 
Hupmobile .......... 1 19 17 19 366 19 349* 
Miscellaneous ....... 687 1,225 655 570 
ere re $24,479 1,121,691 860,116 261,575 
*Loss 





April Car Sales Reported 
Highest Since July, 1937 











DETROIT. — Passenger car reg- 
istration figures from various 
states so far in April indicate that 
the nation’s new car sales for 
April were the best for any 
month since July, 1937, it is an- 
nounced by R. L. Polk & Co. 

According to the Polk estimate, 
which is based on complete tabu- 
lations from states representing 30 
percent of the country’s automo- 
tive population, new car sales for 
April soared to a high of 359,000 
units. Figures for the states so 
far reported, represent an increase 
of 33.10 percent over new car sales 
for April, 1939, and 16 percent 
over those for March, 1940. 

Truck sales likewise continue to 
show an upward trend, Polk sta- 
tistical experts report. Complete 
April returns from states, repre- 


plants were closed for a prolonged 
Memorial holiday. 
The three-day working week also 


senting about 35 percent of the 
nation’s total truck and commer- 
cial car registrations, indicate that 
the nation’s truck sales for the 
month totaled approximately 58,000 
units. April, 1940, truck sales in 
the reporting states were 25.38 per- 
cent better than April, 1939, and 
11.20 percent better than March 
this year. 


Army Gives Autocar 


Big Order for Trucks 


ARDMORE, Pa. — Autocar has 
received a big order for trucks 
from the air corps of the United 
States Army, according to Robert 
P. Page, president of Autocar. This 
order totals nearly a half million 
dollars and specifies speedy deliv- 
eries after approval of “pilot” 
chassis by army authorities. 

All of the trucks are four-wheel 

















































































ity off Packard. .... drop; 1,050, three days| That dealers are worried over the ‘ applied to the independent manu- | drive, cab-over-engine design. The 
5 re| Plymouth. ...drop; 7,200, three days | situation is manifested by the con- |!@st week, the total being 13,390/ facturers last week. Studebaker |will be used to refuel army aie 
nerall Pontiac. .... . drop; 3,300, three days | siderable amount of money being | ©4TS and trucks as against 19,109| continued in the van of this group,|planes at their bases and in the 
Salle] Studebaker...drop; 2,016, four days| spent in local newspapers andj|units in the previous week. In| followed in order by Hudson, Nash, | field. About one-third of them will 
MED. 8.00504 s40n 06 ox eewhenwed closed other mediums to accelerate sales.|the same week of 1939 all Ford | Packard, Graham and Hupmobile. 'carry oil-servicing tanks. 
ho New P Car Registrations, 43 § f il, °40-’ 
how ew Passenger Car Registrations, tates for April, *40-'39 
hren: 
oupe: CHRYSLER GENERAL MOTORS FORD NON-AFFILIATED 
aes n 
ST 4 : 3 = Sun ¢ z 
—_ _— Sie] .| 2/83 s/2/2/2] 3] 83 e/Pl 3] a] s gi |.4 2% STATES 
5A pla] S| elge;2 es) /e/2) 2) 28} e/2 2) 88) 9) e] 2] 4]4) 8 [28] g ae 
s ® ° a 5 a Fr a = ° : § o ° = S = 
. sisal salelcela [ols [sls] [aloe te [ais|sejsoiji| 2|ei|é| 8 |e] 2 | se 
wummsi| Total 34 States °40| 5866) 3845, 11546] 25918| 47175| 15588] 584) 50423| 1129) 11202] 12554] 91480 | 30469| 1080) 4584, 36133, 63) 4224 7] 4 ; 
for April '39| 3696] 2838] 10801| 21138] 38473] 11457| 628 3e785| 1195] "7762| 8631| 65468 | 24867| 941 3129 28950} 224] 2782 99| 3805| 2505 3922| "B15 Bl iaserlay = Fetal oon 
dalfornin 40/706, S21) 1195| 2553/4975) 1577/ WA) 4445) 151) 1246) 1437 S067 | 2798| 175| 570| 3543, 16, 559 263[ 475, +836) 257/ + +22| +19913/"40 Cali 
) i '39| 578) 450} 1284] 1724] 4036| 1059) 111) 3200) _203| 1007|_6447| 2131 a 371 as 39| 242 6| 381/208] sel 313 14908/"39 ae 
rida 4e| 11 6 248, 516, 968, 291 34/87/40 is 164) 1485 | G2 118 12 ; 
39 o7| 3501 311/908) 254) __28 33 165} _139| 1512 101 Sot) | Sa 76 33) 30 erates Florida 
owe "40 ip4] 64) 371, 801) 1430; 391; 15) 2175 313| 302] 3205 1779 wa c 
GE ae 9 111; _66|_-375|_—‘722|:«:1274|_~—«382|_— 4 a5 o5| 348] $091 2031 | 1489 a = ior] al dost al + a2 a7| 4] 7028/40 = 
chigan 740| 589| 356) 1514, 2214) 4673| 1584] 49; 5067, 133) 1074) 1527; 9434) 4576 ims 5523 9) 637 
sane -.<ll Sao] 356) 1514) 7214] Sa7| istol s8| 3097] 109] 632|_876| 6082| gi79| ioe] eral seas] off S34] al zit i7s| ize] 3a aaa Michigan 
tw York 740| 1406) 1175| 2631| 5622| 10834, 4250) 270) 8392) 415) 2613) 3005] 18945 | 4260) 240) 865) 5365 3) GAT 
. aaa ™ '39| 907 841} 2658] 4823} 9229| 3098] 239] 5732] 430) 2053] 2230| 13782 3516] 228] 714] 4458, 46 463, 4|__603| _"663| 409 to7| ai| 3303? - New York 
¥} Ohio 740 | 755| 592) 1596| 3603) 6546) 1748, 71) 5763|  135| 1304) 1659) 10680 | 3297) 109) 454| 3860| 16 
ma: '39/  440| 425| 1375| 2542/ 4782| 1096) 88] 3421| 118) 724| 935| 6382| 2416] 67| 295| 2778 15] 3 si at o| aa =o tkaaelean Ohio 
envi-| Rhode Island 40 Ba 56, —52| 479, T7128 | 78 So; 2ii| 28/1502 | 394/26, Fo 490, 19 3050146 
» ani} 5 '39| 41) ~~ 42)—«'117|__-363|_—«563)_—*159|_—«9 17) _113|_uui|_778 | _256|_13]_37|_306 i} 3) 32 | 73 860/39 Bhode Island 
eXag 9Al ] | « 
ccess 40| 318) 140, 861| 1318) 2640; 790) 44) 3534 706| 508, 5645 | 3108| 95) 360) 3563 1) 237 ; 
inced a 193) 115) __-864/ 188 2320| 688} _—4l a 70 431] 319] 4162| 2467| _68| 200) 2735, 11| 150 2 a 138 é ii ‘| 7358940 Texas 
upon| "ming *40| 31) —~*12)—~SC*«S 165, 62| 228, 4| 40) 22; 356, 129 | 164 I 9 7 743 |°40 
a ee '39| «12 9} 49) 7 ie, 146 | 40) 173| 2} ~—s27|_—s17|_—259| 123] _ —s«8 154) | i} 48 H i| | gisias Wyoming 
otal 43 States _°40| 10063| 6821| 20161| 43132| 80177| 26562| 1193] 81551| 2109) 18878] 21406|151699 |51207| 1964 wa 61221) 112) 7335 iicnesessasiseniee 
ase we april '39| 6338| 5045] 19095| 34610| 65088) 19543, 1206| 57246|_ 2212 13022) 14574/107808 | 41140| 1696) S504 48430| _412| 4610| 211 a E 6357 1004, 153 31300499 eet ty 
nent} otal "40 | $3587) 23382) 70697|144725/272391) 91278| 4199/282295| 7334) 63432| 72448) 520986 |184723| 7361 28231/220315| 197] 25348 | 51121691 a 
ighly| —¢ Date *39 | 23680| 17388| 66352)1240 7258) 46285) 50046|378240 |153354| 6764|18960|179078| 1443] 15664| 366 18217| i3e2t| 175631 jre2, "@58| 860116 ‘39 mM ~- 
ma- e 
ea New P Car R by M 
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Dealer’s Concerted 


Makes Point to Remember 
Buyer Entitled to Full Value 


EAST CLEVELAND, O.— Louis 
Newman, of Newman Motor Sales, 
has been selling Pontiac cars for 
14 years and, although it has 
always been reasonably profitable, 
until a couple of years ago he 
felt that his net profits were 


WANT ADS 


Want a Man? 
Want a Job? 

Want to Buy? 
Want to Sell? 


YOU can make YOUR WANTS 
known quickly and cheaply to 
12,000 Automobile Dealers, Jobbers, 
Manufacturers—the whole industry! 
Forms close Friday noon at Detroit. 
Cash in advance — TEN CENTS 
PER WORD PER INSERTION. 
Twenty-five cents per word for 
three insertions. Count each initial, 
group of numbers or abbreviation 
as one word. Address: 


WANT AD DEPARTMENT 
AUTOMOTIVE NEWS, DETROIT 


MEN WANTED 


SALESMEN WANTED— Manufacturer 
wants four experienced salesmen to es- 
tablish distributors and dealers in low- 
priced car field. Prefer men between the 
ages of 32 and 40. Our salesmen know 
of this ad. Give full details in initial 
letter which will be treated in confidence. 
Write to Box 217, Automotive News, 
Detroit. 


SERVICE ENGINEER—Manufacturer 
wants experienced automotive service 
engineer capable of setting up proce- 
dures and taking full charge of distribu- 
tor and dealer service. Give full details 
in initial letter which will be treated in 
confidence. Must be willing to locate in 
Middle West. Write to Box 218, Auto- 
motive News, Detroit. 


SALESMANAGER. Here is a real oppor- 
tunity for the right man. We want a 
man thoroughly capable of organizing 
and managing a sales force in metropoli- 
tan market. While not necessary, we pre- 
fer man who has had General Motors 
Holding experience. In writing, state in 
detail, qualifications, experience and age. 
Address Box 211, Automotive News, De- 
troit, Mich. 


JOBS WANTED 


YOUNG MAN, 33, married, available 
June 1. Detroit experience as contact 
man with a leading advertising agency, 
and as editorial correspondent leading 
news and picture weeklies. Previously 
managing editor eastern college publica- 
tion and radio production department 
large New York agency. Desires agency 
contact or new business position. Or 
advertising department progressive com- 
pany. Best recommendations. Box 216, 
Automotive News, Detroit. 


MARKETING executive available. You will 
strengthen your top organization by using 
this man as sales and advertising man- 
ager, as general manager, or as your 
own assistant. Has proven ability as 
organizer and executive. Offers 20 years 
broad experience in all phases of market- 
ing work; also familiar with manufac- 
turing and engineering methods. Now 
employed but seeks to locate in Detroit 
area where various abilities and capacity 
for hard work will be more gainfully 
used. Negotiations confidential, of course. 
Address Box 213, care Automotive News. 


AVAILABLE. An executive, manager of 
divisional branch office of leading car 
and truck manufacturer, wants a posi- 
tion in or close to Saint Louis. Broad 
experience in advertising, merchandising 
and management. Excellent record. Well 
qualified to get results. For interview 
address A. N. Advertiser, 1509 Bell 
Telephone Bldg., Saint Louis, Mo. 


AUTO DEALER must make change. Wants 
traveling job with auto or parts manu- 
facturer. Age 45. Address Box 215, Auto- 
motive News, Detroit. 


BUYER WANTED 


LOCATE in Buffalo, N. Y. A payroll city, 
1,407 factories. Over 100,000 wage earn- 
ers. Value of manufactures over one 
billion dollars annually. Second largest 
city in New York State. 250,000 regis- 
tered cars and trucks. Aircraft, steel, 
flour milling center. Third largest fresh 
water port. Fine homes, churches, uni- 
versities. Famous for elm shaded boule- 
vards. There is now available, a fast- 
moving independent franchise. 300 new 
car potential. Established service depart- 
ment. Beautiful show room. Low rent in 
heart of auto row. Here is a deal worth 
investigating! Write quick and state 
your qualifications. Address Box No. 210, 
Automotive News. 


SELLER WANTED 


ee 

WE ARE always in the market to buy 
automotive surplus materials for cash. 
Box No. 212, Automotive News. 


limited because of the “bugaboo” 
of used cars. 

“I had limited my new car 
volume, and likewise profits, in 
proportion to my fairly inadequate 
ability to move used cars,’ New- 
man declared. “I finally sensed 
that I was missing out on a lot 
of profitable business and when I 
realized that about 70 percent of 
all used car buyers were repeat 
buyers, I decided on a course of 
action that is giving me surpris- 
ingly profitable results. 

“First I got the very best used 
ear lot, properly located, and put 
up good looking and attractive 
signs. Then I decided that whoever 
purchased these cars, and at what- 
ever price, he was just as much 
entitled to full value as the person 
who buys a new car. As a result, 
I reconditioned these cars as 
though I were to sell them to my 
best friends and I’ve made many 
friends by so doing,” Newman said. 

“Every week I make a tour of 
other used car lots and try to price 
my cars equally as low, and in 
some cases lower. This seems to 
attract many prospects to my lot. 
Recognizing that people don’t 
come in to look at a car unless 
they’re in the market, we really go 
to work on the prospect until we 
either sell him or find out that he 
isn’t a prospect. 

“We do a lot of newspaper ad- 
vertising and our men send out a 
great deal of direct mail, particu- 
larly picture postcards. We try to 
interest a present owner of a cer- 
tain make car in the purchase of a 
later model of the same make. We 
find that this unearths a number 
of prospects that otherwise we 
would not know about. 

“Our cars are all sold under the 
Pontiac Good Will guarantee, and 
we keep in touch with all the 
people who buy used cars from 
us, since many of them re-purchase 
later and also give us names of 
others whom we can contact. 

“The fact that I get a 30-day 
turnover has enabled me to step 
up my new car volume to a point 
where I am quite satisfied that the 
factory is right in saying ‘As 
used cars go so goes your 
business,’” Newman concluded. 


Care of Car Is Rated 


Over High-Octane Fuel 
FORT WORTH, Tex.—MotorfSts 
would benefit more by giving their 
cars the same care they lavish 
upon new guns, fishing tackle and 
cameras than by demanding gaso- 
line of higher octane rating, the 
American Petroleum Institute was 
told Thursday. 

Members of the petroleum in- 
dustry trade association, conven- 
ing in the Texas and Blackstone 
hotels here for their 10th mid-year 
meeting, were warned that the in- 
dustry faces the threat of being 
forced into a race for higher oc- 
tane numbers to the benefit neither 
of its customers nor itself. Pend- 
ing radical changes in automotive 
design, it was stated, there is no 
need thus to increase motor fuel 
costs an estimated $150,000,000 a 
year because the expenditure of 
only $5 a year by each motorist 
for proper adjustment and main- 
tenance would result in greater 
owner-satisfaction. 


FUTURE TRENDS in 
Milwaukee designer, will 


assenger car 


IN HAPPY CONTRAST to disturbed conditions abroad, Holland (Mich.) 


stages its traditional Tulip Festival last week. 


A Willys deluxe sedan is 


shown surrounded by carefree lassies attired in native Dutch costumes. Locale 


is Little Netherlands, a 
of the main attractions 


replica in miniature of a quaint 
uring the festival. 


Dutch settlement, one 
Held annually since 1929, this 


event has become a magnet that draws countless thousands from all sections 


of this country, Canada and Mexico 
at tulip farms. 


to view the miles of massed plantings 


Defense Program Will Aid 
Used Car, Says NUCMR 


CHICAGO.— The American de- 
fense program, calling for the 
utilization of automotive plant fa- 
cilities on a large scale, will en- 
able automobile dealers to clean up 
their stocks of used cars, and cre- 
ate a shortage of such cars as well 
as new models. 

Hence, dealers who have been 
concerned over their used car in- 
ventories, particularly in the big 
cities and metropolitan area where 
overstocking has existed, may now 


Akron Used Car 


Supply Increases 
Slightly in May 


AKRON. — Figures released by 
Akron District Automobile Dealers 
Assn. indicate a 35.9-day supply 
of used cars in Summit county 
dealers hands. This represents an 
increase of 1.1 days over April, 
when there was a 34.8-day supply. 


“A low inventory represents a 
healthy market, which according 
to the figures seem to exist in 
Summit county. This is very en- 
couraging in view of other reports 
sent to my office, which indicate 
an increasing inventory in prac- 
tically every section of the coun- 
try,” Herbert Fowkes, association 
president, said. 


Safety Training School 
Set for Birmingham 
BIRMINGHAM, Ala.—A training 


school for instructors, who later 
will train automobile drivers in 
safety, will be held here May 27- 
June 8. 

The “Safe Driving Conference,” 
sponsored by the Birmingham city 
commission, state department of 
public safety, and the educational 
department of the WPA, may be 
the first of a series to be conducted 
throughout the state. At the end 
of the 10-day training period a 
series of “safety centers” will be 
set up, at which both experienced 
and prospective drivers will be 
given instruction in street and 
highway safety, rules of the road, 
and the operation of vehicles. 


design, according to Brooks Stevens, | 


nd complete elimination of rear fenders, elimination | 


f dash boards b lacing instruments on steering wheel, and further lowering 
of the height a moeeued accentuation of width of bodies. Shown here is a 


front view of a Stevens-designed passenger car. 


be in for a virtual disappearance 
of such inventories. 

Discussing the outlook after se- 
curing reactions of experienced 
dealers, George A. Leukhart, gen- 
eral manager of the National Used 
Car Market Report, stated: 

“When it becomes difficult to 
obtain new cars or necessary to 
wait too long for delivery, many 
motorists who otherwise would 
buy new cars will turn instead to 
the purchase of later model used 
automobiles.” 

The effect upon used car prices 
was described by Leukhart as fol- 
lows: 

“This increased demand for used 
cars would naturally create a 
used car shortage in many sections 
of the country, and it would tend 
to hold used car values at higher 
levels than otherwise would be 
considered normal. 

“If full emphasis on the pre- 
paredness program utilizes labor, 
plant, money and materials for 
any length of time, both new and 
used cars will become scarce. 

“At the present time, dealers 
have a fine supply of cars a year 
or two old, so that owners with 
cars four, five and six years old 
may make excellent selections. 
From now on, indications are that 
dealers will increase their concen- 
tration upon used car merchan- 
dising.” 


Printed Words 


Die Cast Designing 
NEW YORK. — “‘Designing for Die 
Casting,"’ a booklet for those inter- 
ested in the design and manufacture 
of products containing metal parts, has 
been issued by New Jersey Zinc 
oO. 


* * * 


On Planer Drives 
EAST PITTSBURGH, Pa. — A new 
eight-page booklet, describing vari- 
able-voltage planer drives and which 
will be particularly useful to machine 
tool manufacturers and the metal- 
working industries, has just been pub- 
oe by Westinghouse Electric & 
g. Co. 


*- * * 


Paint Booklet 
_WILMINGTON, Del. —A new sales 
aid of interest to automobile dealers 
and painters is a booklet recently is- 
sued by the Finishes division of the 
duPont company. Known as ‘Surface 
Gold,”’ it is based on a film by the 
same name and is in the form of a 
script with illustrated action ‘‘shots’’ 
from the film. . 
+. 


New Welding Book 
MILWAUKEE.—Harnischfeger Corp., 
manufacturer of welders, electrodes, 
cranes, hoists and power excavators, 
has _ released the first issue of The 
P&H Weld, a free publication to be 
issued regularly to those interested 
in welding, particularly the welding 
operator. The pempene of the new 
magazine, according to the company, 
is ‘‘to act as a central bureau for 
receiving and disseminating informa- 
tion on current welding practices.”’ 
* + ot 


On Carbide Tools 

DETROIT.—A 12-page booklet, re- 
cently issued by Carboloy Co., Ince., 
manufacturer of cemented carbide tools 
and dies, describes how Warner & 
Swasey Co., Cleveland, applied Carbo- 
loy general-purpose tools throughout 
their plant on approximately 1,500 
operations. Particularly interesting is 
the fact that 40 percent of the appli- 
cations are on steel. Free copies sent 
upon request. 





Action Routs Used Car ‘Bugaboo 


Proper Cleaning 
Upholstery In 
Used Cars Cite 


NEW YORK. — Condition of th 
upholstery and interior of a cy 
affects the final decision in oy 
out of every four used car sale 
J. Weemhoff, assistant gener, 
sales manager of Collins & Aik. 
man Corp., pointed out last wee; 
in stressing the need for carefj 
used car upholstery reconditioning 


Many dealers are likely to over. 
look the importance of this facto; 
in the prospect's mind, he saij 
citing the results of a recent su. 
vey in which 24.9 percent of thos 
questioned gave the interior cop. 
dition as the major factor infil. 
encing their purchase. 


“Hasty, or slipshod 


“The interior should be carefull 
considered in reconditioning, ft 
it is much more noticeable to th 
untrained eye than, for exampk 
many mechanical details. Natu. 
ally, if the car interior is in goo 
shape when the dealer gets it, th 
problem is simplified by just the’ 
much.” 


To improve the condition ¢ 
interiors in trade-ins, Weemho? 
advocates, first, 


holstery that will stand up we 
under wear and tear, and tha 
is easily cleaned; and secondly, th 
education of new car purchasers i: 
“good housekeeping in the car’ 


Camden Dealers Vote 


To Continue Junki 


CAMDEN, N. J.—Camden Aut 
Trades Assn. members, at the 
final meeting of the season, wer 
on record as favoring continuance 
of junking trade-in cars that car 
not be made “roadproof.” 


ins after overhauling “which ca 
be entitled to the standard associ: 
tion guarantee.” 

Arthur S. Roache, associatio 
president, reported that licensi 
of used car lots under a loci 
municipal ordinance has “provei 
instrumental in keeping fly-by 
night, itinerant and _ irresponsib) 
used car ‘unloaders’ out of thi 
area.” Annual outing of the Cam 
den association will be held i: 
June. 


“Dealers Tell Me,’’ by William ( 
Callahan, is an open forum for the ex 
pression of dealers’ opinions. It af 
pears weekly in Automotive News. 


PALACE 
HOTEL 


AS WORLD-FAMOUS AS 


Wess 
“ee © 32 
é RL 


Spacious rooms and suites, hand- 
somely furnished. San Francisco’s 
traditionally famous cuisine in the 
unique Garden Court. Most con- 
veniently situated for all transporta- 
tion, and for the 1940 Exposition. 
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lain Dealer; Indianapolis—Times; Detroit 
—News; Chicago—Herald-American; Milwaukee—Jour- 
nal; New Orleans — Picayune, States; Tulsa — World; 
Denver — Post; Los Angeles — Times; San Francisco — 
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d bottom prices on 1939, 1938, 1937 and 
as advertised im local newspapers. 
his comparison. News- 
ston—Globe; New York 
Philadelphia — Bulletin; 


actual top a” 
1936 used cars, 
gEDAN prices only used in t 
papers co-operating include: Bo 
_ Times, Journal American; 
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As Advertised, May 13-19 
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Studebaker Commander 
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National Average, All Makes, May 19—$505-$423 
National Average, All Makes, May 12—$494-$424 
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the market and the resulting national indez. 
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blished figures to establish the trend of 
the period covered. 
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LEFT, HARRY G. MOOCK, now of Detroit, who was NADA’s 
first general manager, and the late Jack Frost who played a most 
prominent part in the NADA operations following NRA. 


Chapter LXXIV—Harry Moock’s Start 


It was Vesper, sensing the need of a general manager 
for the association who had the necessary executive 
qualities for such a job who selected Harry G. Moock, 
now a vice-president in Plymouth Division of the Chrys- 
ler Corp. Moock had started in the automobile industry 
as a retail salesman in Denver and at the time Vesper 
beckoned he was secretary and general manager of the 
Rocky Mountain Automobile Trade Assn., representing 
the dealers of Colorado, Wyoming and New Mexico, 
and secretary-manager of the Denver Auto Trades Assn. 
As such he had attracted the attention of Vesper and 
that he made good is borne out by the fact he served 
from 1918 to 1922. After that he was to go on with Hud- 
son for five years winding up there as the factory’s 
general sales manager. 

It was in 1927 that there came into being the Auto- 
motive Equipment Assn., made up of after-market 
manufacturers and jobbers who felt that a marketing 
and merchandising campaign, “Ask ’Em to Buy,” would 
greatly broaden their market. With Moock in charge, 
succeeding Ray W. Sherman, who left Class Journal 
and its publications for the AEA work, the campaign 
proved a wonderful success in the two years Moock 
was on the job. Followed two years in Chicago as a 
sales counselor for Moock. Then Joe Fields decided 
Moock was just the man he wanted and hired him in 
1930 as head of the central used car merchandising 
department of the Chrysler Corp. From this Moock 
went on to become general sales manager of Plymouth, 
then vice-president and now he sits among the high 
command of the Chrysler Corp. 


Vane as GM 

It was Moock who discovered C. A. Vane, who was to 
succeed Moock as general manager of the NADA. Clyde 
Jennings of the St. Louis Post Dispatch and later an edi- 
tor of Motor Age of Chicago, introduced them. Vane 
was a newspaper man, a feature writer on the Post 
Dispatch, a brilliant chap who had been studying law 
on the side. That brilliancy was testified to by the fact 
that Vane went through what was to have been a four- 
year course in law in two years and had finished No. 2 
in his class. Moock put him on the NADA payroll as a 
sort of a press agent. His legal lore appealed to Moock, 
so when Moock went to Hudson, Vane became NADA’s 
manager. And right well did Vane handle that job as 
old-time dealers will testify. Sorta stormy petrel, mebbe, 
but his aggressiveness, leadership and honorable intent, 
were unquestioned. Ill-health brought about his retire- 
ment and for years he was on the West Coast in a suc- 
cessful battle to regain his health. He came back a year 
ago, to join on the Pacific Coast the Studebaker Corp. 

Another who was a successor to Moock and Vane was 
the late Jack Frost, who took over in 1933 during NRA. 
Jack had started as an automobile salesman in Cali- 
fornia, following which he organized Frost & French, 
handling Fords. It was then that Frost sensed the need 
of used car appraisal bureaus and he set one up. The 
framework of the plan was co-ordination of Ford dealer 
efforts to lick the used car wild selling. Under the Frost 
plan, when a dealer made a bid on a trade-in the bid 
was recorded and the information passed on to other 
Ford dealers in and around Los Angeles so when a 
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“shopper” came alony with the story that some other 
dealer had offered more, consultation of the records 
would show what actually had been offered in the wa 
of price. NRA stopped this, so when the NADA held its 
epochal meeting in St. Louis to draft the code and set 
up its own used car guide book, Frost came into the 
picture as a used car authority. He was made first as- 
sistant to President Vesper in October, 1933, general 
manager in 1935 and executive vice-president in 1936. 
It was in that same year that he died in Omaha while 
Swinging around the circle on a business trip. 


Vesper, by this time, was pretty well set to handle 
the NRA problem. He had taken time by the forelock 
and had enlisted as secretary of the association, John O. 
Munn, a volunteer from Toledo—a dollar-a-year man as 
it were. Munn, on his own initiative, had discovered the 
NRA code was to be proposed to kill the Black 30-hour 
bill then in the congressional hopper. Munn, with this 
tip, wrote a proposed automobile code, printed 50,000 
copies which were sent to every dealer in America; ar- 
ranged for meetings in 27 districts in the United States. 
As a result, delegates from each were sent to what was 
called the first Emergency National Committee meet- 
ing run under NADA auspices at St. Louis Aug. 18, 
1933. And it was there that the dealers’ idea of what 
the code should be was threshed out and sent to Wash- 
ington. So in spite of the fact that at that time auto- 
mobile dealers were less organized than any major re- 
tailing group, it is an historical fact that they were the 
first group to be granted a code. 


Death stopped the plan Frost was working on, a plan 
to develop a research foundation to gather statistics for 
the guidance of the dealers, with finance companies 
co-operating, in order to use in their operations the 
statistics garnered by the foundation. 


Following Frost as NADA general manager was Arnon 
Benson who also was assistant to the president. Benson 
for 12 years had been the co-ordinator of the Minnesota 
Automobile Dealers Assn. and took over with NADA in 
1936. His successor was Walter Blanchard, who had 
been with the NADA from the start of the NRA period 
at which time he was 
the man who developed 
the used car guide 
book, a man who was 
so familiar with NADA 
work and had handled 
himself so intelligently 
that when Benson went 
out the present presi- 
dential incumbent, 
Stanley Horner of 
Washington, D. C. and 
Horner’s board did not 
hesitate to induct Blan- 
chard into the office of 
general manager. 


During the war and 
several years after its 
conclusion, the question 
of automotive taxes oc- 
cupied a prominent 
place in the activities 
of the NADA. In Oc- 
tober, 1917, a federal 
excise tax of 3 percent 
was levied on the fac- 
tory sales prices of 
automobiles. In 1919, 
this levy was raised to 
5 percent. While the NADA had defeated the higher 
rate previously, it presented no objections to the in- 
— because of the government’s plea for needed 
unds. 


By 1922, however, Congress began repealing excise 
taxes and active steps were taken to secure relief for 
the automotive industry. Several reductions were se- 
cured and finally in 1928, the tax on passenger cars was 
repealed. In 1932 the recovery program of the United 
States made it necessary to re-establish a tax on auto- 
mobiles, although under a different rate structure. The 
NADA, however, is continuing to co-operate with all 
units of the industry to prevent the automobile from be- 
coming the source of revenue in all tax problems. In 
this the American Automobile Assn., representing car 
owners, also plays a prominent part. 


NADA Influences Legislation 

During these years and those immediately following, 
the NADA was active in other legislative matters and 
sponsored and worked for the passage of the Dyer Act 
which made the theft of an automobile a federal offense 
as dealers were losing cars on which they had mort- 
gages and liens because car thieves were moving them 
across state borders. It also promoted uniform account- 
ing methods among automobile dealers and was active 
in seeking reforms in financing car purchases. 


C. A. VANE, who, 
manager of NADA and _ single- 
handed, kept the struggling as- 
sociation going when everything 
wasn’t a bed of roses. 


as general 


This is the seventy-fourth installment of Chris Sinsabaugh’s memotrs. 


Saga of the NADA concludes next week. 








St. Paul’s Sales 
Up in April But 
Used Cars Lag 


| 

| ST. PAUL, Minn.—Although new 
|car sales in St. Paul and Ramsey 
county for April showed an in. 
lerease of 347 units over April, 
| 1939, the European war is creating 
havoc with used car sales, accord. 
ing to dealers. 

Used car stocks in St. Paul and 
Ramsey county are higher this 
year than last year, with little 
| prospect of improvement unless 
tide of war switches, it is reported. 
| Although many of the dealers do 
not think that the United States 
will become involved in the war, 
they point out that it is extremely 


| difficult to get Mr. and Mrs. John}} 


| Public to think likewise and thus 
start used car sales zooming. 

Ralph Kriesel, president of St. 
| Paul Automobile Dealers’ Assn, 
thinks that if the Allies can hold 
out and stem the tide of victory 
|of the Germans, that the public 
will regain confidence and _ start 
buying used cars. 

Total sales of new cars in April 
in St. Paul and Ramsey county 
| were 1,589 units as compared to 
| 1,242 units in April, 1939. Sales 
| according to individual makes in 
| April are as follows: Chevrolet, 
/404; Ford, 263; Plymouth, 262; 
| Buick, 103; Pontiac, 88; Dodge, 
|77; Oldsmobile, 71; De Soto, 539; 
| Chrysler, 57; Mercury, 50; Nash, 
43; Studebaker, 43; Packard, 25; 
Hudson, 14; LaSalle, 9; Cadillac, 8; 
Lincoln, 8 and Willys, 5. 


Ga. Cites Growth 
Of Motor Taxes 


ATLANTA.—The story of taxa- 
tion, as applied to the automobile 
owner, is revealed vividly in fig- 
ures recently compiled by Assist- 
ant State Treasurer Horace Hixon. 

The figures show total collections 
in fuel oil taxes, which include 
gasoline, amounting to $199,772,741 
from Aug. 10, 1921, when the taxes 
were first collected in Georgia, to 
Feb. 31, 1939. And several millions 
have been collected in taxes since 
the latter date, of course. 

The original gasoline tax 
amounted to 1 cent per gallon. 
This was raised to 3 cents per 
gallon in 1923; to 3% cents per 
gallon in 1925; to 4 cents per 
gallon in 1927, and to the present 
figure of 6 cents per gallon in 1929. 


Dismiss Fisk Stockholder 
Suit Against Merger 


BOSTON.—Federal Judge George 
C. Sweeney has granted a motion 
to dismiss a suit brought against 
Fisk Rubber Corp., of Chicopee, 
by Roland and Cabria LavVallee, 
of Northampton, former stockhold- 
ers, on the ground that the sale 
of the company to the United 
| States Rubber Co. was fraudulent 
and in violation of the anti-trust 
laws. 

Want of jurisdiction of the fed- 
|eral court here, because parties on 
both sides are residents of this 
state, was the reason for dismissal. 
Although stockholders in Arizona 
and California were later substi- 
tuted as plaintiffs, Judge Sweeney 
stated that jurisdiction depends on 
the statement of parties at the 
beginning of the suit, and recom- 
mended either that a new action 
be filed or that final determination 
of jurisdiction be returned by the 
| appellate court. 




















Fuel Prices Lowest 
| In Over Five Years 
WASHINGTON.—Retail prices of 
gasoline this month have reached 
the lowest level in more than five 
years, according to statistics com- 
piled here last week. Reports from 
50 representative cities show that 
on May 1 consumers were paying 
an average of only 12.91 cents per 
gallon, plus taxes. 
This compares with an average 


retail price of 13.17 cents on Apr. 
1 and 13.16 cents on May 1 last 
year. The lowest price touched in 
recent years was the 12.78 aver- 


age on Jan. 1, 1935. 


Emblem Is Re-elected 


MONTREAL. — Norman J. Emblem, 
president, Norman's Transfer, Ltd., 
has been re-elected president of Auto- 
motive Transport Assn. of the Province 


of Quebec, a branch of the Montreal 


board of trade. 
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On ‘Twice-Sold’ Car 


INDIANAPOLIS.—On an ap- 
(Continued from Page 1) peal . the os og en 
, ! . ‘rior court here, 
nen apolis’ all-time best, but I regard | is almost always right. In the 1938 lo O'Brien, local auto- 

in-}pim 48 probably the greatest race won by Floyd Roberts and in || mobile dealer, has lost an in- 
\pril, | American driver we ever have had. which he was runner-up, he was || teresting case and also a judg- 
iting ce ‘ / following this schedule of his, but || ment for $200. Albert W. Ken- 
ord. | IN REVIEWING Indianapolis, I| Roberts went faster than Shaw nedy, a customer, contended he 


Chris | Dealer Loses $200 
Sinsabaugh | 








ord ° . 
not forgetting that Lou Meyer | had figured on. Shaw held to his urchased a car from the com- 
and oo has won thrice, the same as schedule and ran four minutes be- oame cl gave his automobile as 
put his victories were spread | hind, but Roberts had to break || g $950 down payment. He left 


aan ant 1928, 1933 and 1936. He had |the speedway record to beat him. || the new car with the company 

‘shed in the money six out of| One might compare Shaw's |! for mechanical adjustments 
imes—second once, fourth|methods with those of Bobby and, when he returned, was 
s do | twice and twelfth once. In the Jones, greatest golfer of all time informed the car had been sold 


of Shaw, though, he has/and now retired. Bob used to dis- || to another. 





fat 4 , retil 
war, ‘itzkrieged with great consistency, | regard individual competition as A jury trial resulted in $200 

mely and in a shorter space of time. does Shaw. He would play against damages for Kennedy. There . “ | 

. he'won three times,|Old Man Par and let his com-|| was evidence that Kennedy's Ps 

et E 


Joh on : 
ees ome in succession, but the records | petitors shoot their heads off if || father paid the balance due on 


: ishi d three | they wanted to while Bobby would i y 
how him finishing ore : : the purchase price and was EXECUTIVES of Electric Auto-Lite Co. arriving at Burbank, Calif., on their 
a times. In his other start he — plug along content in getting par delivered the car, but the jury 7,000-mile flying dealor-meeting tour. Left to right are L. B. Murphy, assistant 
h. Meyer is through racing,|or better. The golf records show || f¢ound against the company on || Sales manager; Frank Nealon, sales manager of merchandising division; R. B. 


aan, | event i i i | Cave, assistant sales manager; Tod Reed of Auto-Lite company’s advertisin 

hold | while Wilbur Ss oe ¥~d — se ena this contention. | agency, Ruthrauff “ek Ryan. The air-travel schedule of the group include 

tory | time will tell =" his racing fu- on iatmies The high court ruled that any dealer meetings in Tolede, New a - | Angeles. At the feast gathering ; 
1blic | ture holds for him. : I missed the |} sale or appropriation of the uto-Lite dealers, numbering 3,500, enjoyed a preview 0 nn Sheridan’s , | 
tart . 2 running of the race itself, still my property of another is a con- thee tee eedecs cee and personal appearances of Ann Sheridan and 





SHAW ALWAYS blueprints his| hop to Indianapolis was worth the || version and that the evidence || — 
\pril | races. That is, he figures out in| while. Curtain-raisers to the classic |] in the case was sufficient to 


just how fast he will have | were the annual di f the 100- 7 sc K d N d H d 

't si to win. He takes the pace Mile -an- eur Club, "whieh is Se nu sen ame to ea : 
* . | 

National Defense Board 


sales | he has estimated that will win and | sponsored by the Champion Spark 
(Continued from Page 1) 








s in be follows that schedule. And_he Plug Co., and the Borg-Warner Study Wholesale 


olet, dinner for the race drivers and ; 

262: * [ the automobile citizenry in Indian- 

ax (Unions Subject sontee for on Used Car Prices, 
This time the members of the 


ast,| to Anti-Trust Act, 
High Court Rules 


WASHINGTON. — Labor unions 
gre subject to the federal anti- 
notwithstanding the 
gecial treatment accorded them 
circumstances 
trms of the Clayton Act, when 
they enter into combinations aimed 
at the restriction of competition or | 
the control of markets and prices. 
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have been as to the application of 
the statutes to labor under those 
(and those doubts 
were only strongly held in labor 
ranks) were set at rest last week 
when the United States supreme 
court unanimously expressed the 
view that the much discussed la- 
tor clause of the Clayton Act did 
nt remove unions from federal 
government control. 

Ironically, the settlement of this 
issue came as the high court, by a 
3 vote, ruled that a Congress of 
Industrial Organizations hosiery 
wion was not liable for damages 
to the Apex Hosiery Co. plant in 
Philadelphia during the course of 
asitdown strike in 1937. Both the 
majority opinion by Justice Stone 
and the minority opinion by Chief 
Justice Hughes made clear the 


100-Mile-an-Hour Club insisted on 
what might be called a private 
banquet—a chance to get together 
by themselves and talk things 
over. So with Bob Stranahan, pres- 
|}ident of Champion, officiating as 
toastmaster, the club admitted to 
membership Babe Stapp. Frank 
Wearne and Joel Thorne, who had 
| qualified by actually averaging 
better than 100 miles an hour for 
500 miles in an Indianapolis race, 
which gives one an idea how ex- 
clusive this club really is and how 
hard it is to get in. There now are 
28 members and eight of them are 
| dead — Snyder, Pixley, Cummings, 
Roberts, Carey, Gardner, Stubble- 
field and MacKenzie. 
cs 6 * 

MY ONE-DAY visit to Indian- 
apolis was for the purpose of at- 
tending the Borg-Warner dinner. 
| I’ve been to every one of them. 
And the one last Tuesday night 
yardsticked to the standard set by 
Freddie Lockwood, the B-W execu- 
tive who feeds his guests with 
good old-fashioned corned beef 
and cabbage (me on a diet). We 
missed President Charles S. Davis, 
laid up with an injured ankle, but 
in his place Toastmaster Ingersoll 
did a good job. My train-time 
came as Eddie Rickenbacker was 
talking, so mebbe I may have 





Dealers Advised 


CHICAGO.— The importance of 
noting prices paid for used cars 
at auctions as a _ supplementary 
aid to those contained in guide 
books, especially by dealers in the 
larger cities where such auctions 
are held, is stressed by the Chicago 
Automobile Trade Assn., which for 
several months has been issuing a 
regular reporting service to its 
members on wholesale used car 
auctions. 

By studying both scales of prices, 
it is pointed out, dealers may 
better “take in used cars and 
sell new vehicles on the basis of 
known values and not fictitious 
figures such as gross margin or 
delivered prices.” 

Discussing in a _ bulletin’ the 
general question of sound business 
operation with regard to the han- 
dling of the used car department, 
the association states: 


“You know the cost to you of 
the new car, and you know the 
wholesale price of the used car 
being appraised. Subtract’ the 
wholesale value of the used car 
from the cost of the new car. 
Add to the remaining figure your 
estimated reconditioning cost of 
the used car, and also add the 
direct expense of selling the new 
car. (The average direct sales ex- 


were already so far advanced that 
stoppage at this time would put 
many manufacturers at a distinct 
disadvantage. 


Similar information was con- 
veyed to Washington by the Auto- 
mobile Manufacturers Assn., which 
pointed out that the burden that 
would be placed upon the machine 
tool industry in supply tools, etc., 
to continue production of 1940 
models would be heavier than that 
still to be imposed by the 1941 
changeover. At present it seems 
likely that there may be an actual 
lag between the time machine tool 
builders have completed automo- 
tive orders for 1941 models and the 
time the government orders for 
aircraft requirements are placed. 


Just what the pattern for 1942 
will be still rests with develop- 
ments during the coming year. 
There is a real chance that no 
model changes will be made fof 
1942 if the anticipated demands 
upon the machine tool become a 
fact. J. E. Lovely, president of the 
National Machine Tool Builders 
Assn., told members of the associa- 
tion in Cleveland last Monday that 
the machine tool industry will be 
able to turn out machine tools just 
as rapidly as men can be trained 
to operate them. 


“When war broke out last fall,” 


of tomorrow, because during the 
last eight months it has already 
had what might be termed a dress 
rehearsal for tomorrow’s far more 
serious performance.” 


Lovely suggested the establish- 
ment of a planning committee, set 
up by the government, containing 
in its personnel men who have a 
practical working experience both 
with the uses and the manufacture 
of machine tools, to decide which 
particular demands are of the 
most immediate importance and 
the sequence in which machine tool 
requirements should be filled. 


From a dealer standpoint, it is 
generally believed the move to 
forego 1942 models would be a help 
rather than a hindrance, since it 
probably would help the used car 
market. In spite of the fact new 
and used car sales have shown a 
distinct decline during May, which 
dealers are inclined to attribute to 
war fears, there is confidence that 
this condition will rapidly rectify 
itself and that sales within the 
next year are likely to be higher 
than they have been in the past. 
All comment on the retail picture 
seems in agreement that, with in- 
creased purchasing power and 
probably lower production, many 
of the current ills in the industry 
will correct themselves. 
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Sunday Closing Up 


fore both the aircraft and the ma- 
chine tool industry. But I do say 


sr., 55, president of Gemmer Mfg. Co. 
died here May 28 after a long iliness. 


© MIAMI, Fla.—Sunday closing will be | 
om : left to dividual those of the that today the machine tool in-| spa metintety after leaving college Mr. 
nce RECENT COMPANY dinner of Ward Products Corp. employes, President Miami Automobile Dealers’ Assn., fol-| dustry has met the challenge | its president te 1018 teas became 
‘eal . Wiesenberger, distributed. bonus checks to 136 erase a - orden dene cae a —— all which has confronted it. | with Since nl oo ruck ete 

right, L. F. Gompf, purchasing 7. Sack. | Gropcenl to close on Sunday. It ae “The industry is in a particularly | 1910 and became treasurer in 1912. He 


lopment engineer; L. H. Finneburgh, chief engineer; A. 


ngineer, and Wiesenberger, presenting the 





bonus checks. 


defeated 


good position to meet the challenge 


served as director of numerous Detroit 
concerns, 





MOTOR CAR BUILDERS 
AND MOTOR CAR DEALERS 
MAY VIE FOR 
LEADERSHIP 
BUT ITS THE PUBLIC 
THAT CONFERS IT! 


... And the public, whom all motor car builders and 
dealers serve, has named Chevrolet for ’40 the nation’s 
leading motor car by purchasing more Chevrolets than 
any other make, for the ninth time in the last ten years. 
... Congratulations to Chevrolet dealers ...on being 
America’s No. 1 dealer organization... and on having 
permanent policies protecting their equities which make 


them the most favored dealers in the industry. 


CHEVROLET MOTOR DIVISION, General Motors Sales Corporation, DETROIT, MICHIGAN 


f “CHEVROLET'S FIRST AGAIN’ [i 
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